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EDITORIAL 


Brethren - A Little 
“Liberality” Please!!! 


It has recently come to our attention that some 
pastors in our Church have warned their members 
against this Journal. One has even taken the time 
to preach a sermon against us. 


We would suggest that the same “liberality” ac- 
corded those who preach, teach or write from the 
anti-evangelical viewpoint also be accorded us. 


We would further suggest that the best way to 
defeat the influence of this paper is to prove that 
its position is contrary to the Bible and the 
standards of our Church. 


gee yeing impoasible — for we stand by these 
with a!l our heart - might not it be the part of 
me ow to at least let people in the pews judge 
for themselves? 


The world is suffering right now from the effects 
»f those who would suppress truth. There are some 
in our church who apparently are unwilling to let 
the influence of this journal stand or fall on that 
basis. 
Brethren, are you really liberal or only libera 


to 
those who agree with you? L.N.B. 


Ww 


TE Yy ry. ro? 
TTERNITY 

received notice that Dr. Donald 
y Barnhouse has severed his connection with the 
well-known magazine, Revelation. This magazine 
was started by Dr. Barnhouse and edited by him 
through September of 1949. A statement issued by 
Dr. Barnhousé declares in part: 


We have just 


“Because of a moral difference with the stock- 
holders in a matter concerning remarriage after 
divorce of one of the directors, such a division was 
caused that all the regular contributors to the 
magazine and many of the occasional contributors 
have discontinued their work for the publication, 
joining Dr. Barnhouse in his stand and in his 





decision. They felt that they had no course left but 
a complete severance with the publication. Negotia- 
tions were carried on for several months and every 
attempt was made to explore all possibilities of 
settlement, but without success és 


We are sure that many of our readers who have 
been subscribers to Revelation and who know Dr. 
Barnhouse personally will be interested in this an- 
nouncement. We pray for God’s great blessings 
upon this new magazine that it may be used 
mightily to the Glory of God. 


The address of the new magazine is Eternity, 
Box 2000, Philadelphia 3, Pa. This is to be a month- 
ly magazine and Volume I, No. 1, will appear in 
March with the Easter issue. The subscription price 
is $3.00 per year. 


Eternity will be a magazine of Bible study with 
the constant thought of the weekly need for 
material with which to feed the people. —H.B.D. 


“If The Foundation Be 
Destroyed...” 


If the advocate in a case at law involving high 
values allows his sole witness to be discounted and 
his witness’s truthfulness to be brought into 
question: if in fact he himself contributes to the 
disqualifying of his own witness, what can he ex- 
pect the court’s verdict to be? The tragedy of the 
Church today is the steady, gradual disqualifying 
of its sole, sourcing witness. Is it the thought of 
the Church today that we have so much—an infinit: 
Father, a divine and tender Sapiour, a comforting 
and keeping Holy Spirit;—that we do not need 
be concerned about the details and differences 
our attitudes to the Word of God? Is it that we are 
SO eee ssed with the momentum that the churc! 
has in the world; in numbers and wealth, in powe! 
and position, that we need give no serious thought 
to the source of it all and to the sacredness of that 
source? Where do we learn anyt hing that is suré 
and enduring about a hol y God, a mighty Saviour, 
a gentle and blessed Holy Spirit? These do not 
exist in human knowledge apart from the Bible 


The momentum also upon which the church is 
coasting sources only in the integrity of the Bible. 
When that source is eventually stepped down and 
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cut off, the momentum will gradually run down 
and run out. With this item, this miracle, this 
passage in the Bible sniped at or discounted or dis- 
allowed by this scholar and that minister and this 
teacher, we are being processed for what is known 
as the liberal and intellectual approach to and 
appraisal of the Word of God. All that the Chris- 
tian fundamentally has is a Book. That book frank- 
ly declares itself as a Revelation from God. It does 
not offer itself for human forums or findings. It 
declares the word and will of God. It appraises us 
of who God is, who we are, and how an infinitely 
holy God and willful, hopeless sinners can be recon- 
ciled. Today many are saying that this or that part 
of the Bible does not appeal to their intellect. They 
say it finds no confirmation in their reasoning. 
There is no statement anywhere in the Bible that 
I know that states that it waits upon man’s intel- 
lectual approval for its operation or is dependent 
upon that for its truthfulness. Man’s intellectual 
processes are ever developing or degenerating. For 
the Bible, therefore, at all times to conform and 
bow to these changes would bring about only con- 
fusion and chaos. In the very nature of the thing, 
if an infinite God is making a Revelation to finite, 
yes, not only finite but sin-warped and sin-blinded 
minds, it is not to be expected or demanded by 
these minds that they be allowed to edit and revise 
the Revelation before they believe and receive it. 
We believe and receive daily a multitude of facts 
that we do not and cannot fully understand. While 
by scientific and thoughtful investigation and 
reasoning we can penetrate towards their signifi- 
cance and sources yet there is always a limit be- 
yond which we cannot go. 


There was a time in our church when the sources 
of the church’s leadership and the leaders them- 
selves were unanimous in their dauntless defense 
of the full integrity of the Word of God. Upon that 
foundation they stood and they proclaimed the 
whole counsel of God. They drew men to Him with 
confidence and sent them forth a whole Bible under- 
girding their witness and service. Today men do not 
hesitate to exercise private judgment upon passages 
and events, upon miracles and accounts, which are 
recorded in the Bible with no hint of their being 
questionable or uncertain. As they find these not 
fitting into their own scheme of thinking they dis- 
card them. In so doing they are discounting and 
defeating the character of the only fundamental 
Witness they have. This did not Christ. He often 
quotes the Old Testament. He frankly appraises 
the Scriptures. He refers to them as authoritative, 
“cannot be broken.” He does not cast a single 
shadow of doubt upon any passage. What do we 
have in the spiritual realm that is sure and satisfy- 
ing that does not root in the Bible alone? Chris- 
tianity is founded entirely and only upon the Bible. 
Without it there would be no Christianity. 


How tragic then are man-sourced strictures upon 
this holy Record and his presumptious mutilation 
of its content! The issue of our promiscuous pro- 
cedure in Bible interpretation, of our deification of 
man’s intellect, of our proffered help in correcting 
God’s Revelation can only be serious and hurtful. 
This Revelation has withstood the subtle and the 
brutal attacks of the centuries. If we discount and 
defeat its integrity, the issue can only be an in- 
creasing darkness in the spiritual realm of life. If 
we destroy the full, unquestioned truthfulness of 
the Word of God as the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice; we, and those who are led to follow 
us, will walk through dry places seeking rest and 
finding none. —S.McPh.G. 


Strong Efforts To Set Aside The 
Westminster Standards In 
The U.S.A. Church 


A paper being circulated to all the ministers 
and elder commissioners to the several presbyteries 
in the U.S.A. Church under date of January 1, 
1950, shows the strong effort in our sister denom- 
ination to substitute the U.S.A. Brief Statement 
for the Westminster Standards as the doctrinal 
basis of that denomination. This letter comes from 
Dr. Frederick G. Holmes, of Phoenix, Arizona, a 
member of a special committee appointed by the 
1948 U.S.A. Assembly to consider overtures which 
came from “well over a hundred presbyteries.” 
One of these overtures proposed to amend the con- 
stitution by making the Brief Statement of 1902 a 
part of the Constitution of the U.S.A. Church, 
while a second provided that in ordination minis- 
ters, elders and deacons would subscribe to this 
statement in lieu of subscribing to the Westminster 
Confession. The total effect of the two overtures 
would be to shelve the Westminster Standards and 
use in lieu thereof this Brief Statement. The U.S.A. 
Brief Statement may be good as a popular state- 
ment but it has not the breadth, the comprehensive- 
ness, the fullness of Biblical truth that the Church 
needs in the face of rationalism, modernism, Rom- 
anism and communism. For example, it has no 
article on Justification while the Westminster Con- 
fession has a magnificent statement on this heart 
of the Protestant Church—this article of a standing 
Church when it holds it and of a falling Church 
when it loses it. And this is the more serious since 
one nowhere finds in the Westminster Study Edi- 
tion of the Bible any clear statement of the doc- 
trine of the Westminster Confession and Cate- 
chisms that God imputes to the believer the right. 
eousness of Christ. —Wnm. C. R. 





God’s Greatest Words 
(Rom. 8:28) 


God used His greatest words and His most 
powerful expressions to assure us of His redeeming 
love. We are assured by those who know languages 
that the Greek was able to express the greatest 
truths which God wanted us to have, with beautiful 
ease and certainty. It was built to carry the 
strength and beauty of the Gospel. One can revel 
in the first chapter of Ephesians. It is there that 
the Holy Spirit lavishes upon us in the most 
wonderful language, the final aim that God has 
for us—our complete redemption. When you are 
sad or sick or confused or discouraged, just read 
that marvelous chapter letting yourself down into 
its depths as if bathing in some refreshing pool. 


Often people have said that they do not like to 
read about predestination — that it is a hard 
doctrine. Many speak as if to blame the Presby- 
terian Church with its prominence in the Christian 
faith and the bother it creates in the Christian 
mind. They would like a Bible with this word and 
a few others close-kin left out. No you wouldn’t. 
You would lose the strength and beauty of your 
creed. Predestination, foreknowledge, foreordina- 
tion are the rock-bottom words in our faith. The 
Holy Spirit uses them to give us assurance of our 
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salvation and He applies their use—the benefits of 
our redemption. 


We certainly do not want a God who lacks 
knowledge. He could not be trusted. God knows 
everything and knew it before He created anything. 
He knew what He was going to do. He planned 
it all before the foundation of the world. Every 
detail was “worked out.” Nobody objects to a 
knowledge that takes in all that is going on and 
that is to come. To know things ahead of time is 
the greatest attraction and virtue of God. Sometime 
ago a prominent man wrote to several thousand 
Bible students asking for their favorite chapters in 
the Bible. The 8th chapter came out far ahead. 
No wonder—just read it. It has all the truths of 
redemption in it—calling, justification, foreknow- 
ledge, predestination, glorification. This one verse 
savs Whom God foreknew He elected or predestina- 
ted. That is, predestination is based on foreknow- 
ledge. There can be no danger in foreknowledge. 


His purpose rests on this foreknowledge. God 
made a decree that what He foreknew He predest- 
inated. The perfection of His predestination rests 
on what He foreknew. Therefore there can be no 
danger or harm in His purpose for it is based on 
His knowledge and there can be no harm or danger 
in predestination. Therefore, says the inspired 
writer, all things work together for good to those 
who love God and are called according to His pur- 
pose. Here is perhaps the strongest and most pre- 
cious promise God makes His children. So, instead 
of fearing this word, predestination, it is the guar- 
anteeing word God selects from His marvellous vo- 
cabulary. It removes all doubt. Our salvation is 
something God planned before the world was made! 


“Mighty God, while angels bless thee, 
May a mortal lisp thy Name?” 
—C.T.C. 





A Method Of Diagnosis For 
The Surgeon Of Souls 


A very successful minister recently shared with 
us his way of probing into confused souls. When 
the atmosphere of a friendly interview has been 
established, he asks this diagnostic question: “If 
you should die tonight, what right would you have 
to go to Heaven?” 


There are three possible answers to this question: 
(1) “I don’t know;” (2) “I have tried to do some 
good” (there are many variations on this theme) ; 
(3) “I am trusting in Christ.” 


If either of the first two answers is given, this 
minister puts Romans 3 before the person inter- 
viewed and asks him to notice how “every mouth 
must be stopped” and how “by the deeds of the 
law shall no flesh be justified in his (God’s) sight.” 
This leads to an explanation of t 


he way of salvation 
by grace through faith. 


inister has used the 


nis Mm 


question, he says, thousands of times. 

Obviously, the question should not always be used 
in this form, as, for example, to a very person 
in the hospital. It might be altered then to: ‘‘What 


right ha you to be heard in pray 


Again, the 
question would seem silly 


intellectual. 





But we are persuaded that many of us in the 
pastorate take people too much for granted. Within 
twenty-four hours after talking with this man, we 


asked an active worker in the Sabbath School and 
an active church attender this diagnostic question, 
and their answers revealed amazing ignorance and 
led to a very happy conclusion. Perhaps every day 
in our ministry we may have an opportunity to 
help someone, in the professing Church or out of it, 
to a clear idea of salvation. —C.N.W., III. 


Our Greatest 
Ambassadors 


On his world tour Wendell Wilkie came to a con- 
clusion which he frankly expressed on his return 
home. It was this, that Christian missionaries are 
the greatest single assets America has abroad. 


We would go a step further; world destiny is 
being determined not in Washington, not in Laks 
Success, not in Moscow. It is being determined by 
the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Nations and their rulers move only within God’s 
permissive or directive will. Christian missionaries 
act on a directive from their lord, within the pro- 
tection of His loving presence, by the power of His 
Holy Spirit and with the assurance that their wit- 
ness shall be heard in all nations. 


Missionaries and Christian mission work will re- 
ceive only fleeting recognition by the world but we 
who bear the name of Christ should accord them 
the support of our prayers and our gifts which the 
most important people and the most important 


task deserve. —L.N.B. 


The Question Of 
Church Mergers 


In a syndicated article by Dr. Henry P. Van 
Deusen, President of Union Theological Seminary, 
and published recently in southern newspapers, the 
statement was made: “One evening last winter a 
debate was held over a national radio network on 
the subject, “Is A United Protestant Church Pos- 
sible Now?” The sponsors anticipated routine i 
terest. Instead, they received the heaviest mail re- 
sponse which had come to any program all season. 
Of those who wrote, 94.8 percent declared that they 
were in favor of a single united Protestant Church 
now. 





" 
l- 


Along the same line, Dr. T. B. Douglass in the 
December, 1949, issue of Woman’s Home Com- 
panion set forth a similar statement. There are two 
objections which we desire to make in regard to 
propaganda of this type. 

First, it is misleading. Inasmuch as we listened 
to the program to which these writers refer, w: 
were not prepared to accept these figures without 
verification. We wrote for confirmation, and w 
now have in our possession a photostatic copy 
the letter from America’s Town Meeting of the A 
in which this statement is made: “The mail count 
is in the vicinity of 8,000, with about 83 perce 


of those who expressed an opinion agreeing w 
Dr. Maier.’”’ This letter is signed by Elizabeth 
Cololough, Program Manager of Town Hall, In 
For the benefit of any who did not hear this p1 
gram, we should state that Dr. Maier represen 
the position of doctrinal integrity as opposed 


doctrinal compromise. 
This propaganda is not only misleading, it is al 

dangerous. It is a threat to religious liberty. A 

American citizens, we should be in favor of per- 
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mitting all church members who desire to unite in- 
to one body to do so. By the same token, we must 
willing to permit all church members who feel 
that they desire to choose a church that is con- 
genial with their convictions and tastes to do so 
vithout interference. Tre freedom of worship that 
is been purchased at he cost of the blood of 
many martyrs should never be abridged. We stand 
idy to maintain this correlative right. Ecclesias- 
il regimentation and religious liberty are anti- 
‘tical. History is a vocal witness on this point. 
While we are not in accord with all of the views 
the late Bishop Manning, we do believe that he 
was correct when he affirmed that Christian unity 
can never be brought to pass by compromise. If 
‘hurch union cannot come about without compro- 
mise of fundamental truths, it should not come. 
The compromise of truth will never promote the 
higher interest of the Church, but it will certainly 
hasten its demise. — J. R. R. 








“The Greatest Gift” 


We would commend to our readers the editorial, 
“The Greatest Gift,” which is published in this 
issue by special permission of Time, Inc. 


This journal is publishing this editorial because 
it is a frank statement of the decline of Christian 
faith in America, a decline for which there is a 
cause and, for which also there is a remedy. 


God has not changed, nor has His Word changed. 
The change which has taken place in the immediate 
past is one which has taken place in the hearts of 
men. 


Faith has, in too many instances, been based on 
opinions of others and not in an intelligent 
eptance of God’s revelation. Men have suc- 
ibed to the asumptions of those who have seen 
in scientifie discoveries and Christian truth a con- 
nict. They have failed to distinguish between facts 
ind hypotheses. They have overlooked what should 

an obvious truth that God cannot contradict 
Himself, that there are no contradictions between 
tl} ‘ientific laws which He ordained and the Word 
which He has given. Contradictions exist only in 
.e imperfect understanding of man, or the wilful 
denial of those who know God and therefore turn 
to human explanations for their final authority. 


This Journal was founded with the prayer that 
it might in some measure hold up a banner for 
Christian truth. It has been our prayer that God 
would in His goodness use us as a witness to those 
things which give ministers power and make the 
Church a mighty fortress for righteousness. 


We have before us two well known religious 
publications, one the “Christian Century,” ably 
edited and extremely interesting from a secular 
and “religious” standpoint; the other a liberal 
weekly well known to all of us. Surely the emphasis 
of these two papers is a far cry from the emphasis 
of what has been regarded as evangelical Chris- 
tianity. As they lie before us we would quote from 
this editorial in LIFE, “Many and many a church 
today is more social center than shrine; many and 
many a minister of God is more sociologist than 


> ’ 


preacher.’ 
_ The cause for the decline in the influence of the 
Church is the change in emphasis in the preaching 
of its ministers. This change centers around an im- 





paired faith in God’s word. This results in a 
changed attitude to sin, either ignoring or denying 
its devastating effect, with a resulting toning down 
of preaching about eternal punishment. This is 
further noted in a lack of urgency in preaching. 
If men are eternally lost out of Christ, as the 
sible teaches, why is there such a seeming lack of 
concern in so many pulpits? 


Loss of faith in the supernatural] Gospel makes 
one seek to educate people into the Church, rather 
than to bring individuals face to face with a de- 
cision of faith in the Redeemer, as the door to 
salvation. 


The tragic thing is that so many are tireless in 
their sincere efforts and daily tasks without ap- 
parently realizing that men all around them are 
hungry for the gospel of salvation from sin as it 
is revealed in the Bible. 


The Church has lost immeasurably because too 
many theological seminaries across the land have 
changed the emphasis of their teaching from the 
need of the individual to the needs of society as a 
whole. This has in turn been reflected in the preach- 
ing of those who have come from their halls. 


Is there a remedy? There is and it involves the 
most difficult step a man can take, the humbling 
of one’s mind and heart before Almighty God, 
putting Him and His Word ahead of the opinions 
and teachings of men. 


There is a great cry abroad against the “sin of 
denominations.””’ We would assert that the great 
sin in the Church today is the sin of unbelief. As 
we study the Bible we find that what God demands 
is faith; faith in Him, in His Son, in His Word. 
There will never be a return in the influence of the 
Church across the world which was felt in a past 
generation until faith comes first. 

Today there is a great cry for ecumenicity—all 
churches uniting in one. What is the basis of this 
unity? Is it faith? It is not. Its proponents speak 
of a “united Christian faith’ but if one seeks to 
express it in historical—Scriptural—terms he is 
immediately stopped. “Common loyality to Jesus 
Christ” is as far as one can get, a’ statement so 
loosely interpreted that it leaves room for believers 
and unbelievers alike. 


If the Church wishes to recapture her influence 
in the world let her have the moral and spiritual 
courage to state the clear, unmistakable doctrines 
of Christian faith and call on all with like precious 
faith to rally to the preaching and teaching of 
these great Christian truths. Will all follow? They 
will not, for within the visible Church today there 
is a great cancer of unbelief masquerading under 
the cloak of theological double-talk or frank dis- 
avowal of Christian truths. 


The greatest thing which can happen to the 
world today is a revival in the Church. God’s hand 
is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear. 

But, unbelief and disobedience are a barrier 
across which God will not reach to bless. 


It is individuals who are saved and who enter 
into the eternal joys God has prepared for the re- 
deemed. This salvation is a free gift of God’s love 
and grace and it can be received in no other way 
than by faith. We would conclude with the words of 
LIFE’S editorial — ‘There, for all who elect to 
receive it, is the greatest gift.” L.N.B. 
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THE GREATEST GIFT 


Belief Declines But It Is Still 
Within The Grasp Of Men 


Now we speak of God and of His Son, the risen 
Christ. We speak of belief, and of the faith that 
heals the heart. 


So speaking, we are one with all men of Chris- 
tendom. If not in belief and faith, all are one in 
the hazards of belief and faith. For this is not a 
time of belief. How many in this last Christmas 
season of the 1940s shall rise and say with the 
certainty of another time, God is in His Heaven, 
and with Him is His Son? 


It was easier to say, it was easier to believe in 
any Christmas season of 40, 60 or 80 years ago. 
It was said, it was believed then as it is neither 
said nor believed today. No change more profound 
than this has come to Americans and to their 
world. And with none other has come so great a 
loss. 


Consider what has happened to us all. The 
characteristic American once believed in God and 
in the holy birth, the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Not all Americans. Nor “the average 
American,’’ whoever he may have been then or may 
be now. But the characteristic American. He 
believed—he knew—that there was a God, ever 
watchful and ever ready to punish and reward. The 
characteristic American believed—he knew—that 
with God was Christ, and that in Him was salvation 
for the soul. 


This belief, this knowledge was the force that had 
shaped and still shaped American life. The belief 
was shaken, the force was waning. Three centuries 
of science, of what was called enlightment had 
washed at the foundations of belief. Darwin had 
jarred the Christian mind of the West, and a spate 
of books attempting to face and resolve the conflict 
“between God and science” had begun to comfort 
or to trouble the Christian American. But the belief 
and the force still prevailed. Godliness was the 
American norm. To be godly was to be good, and 
respectable, and secure. To be ungodly was to be 
bad, or at least to be beyond the pale of the good. 
And this the ungodly knew, for the knowledge of 
God was all around them. 


And now? Men assert a belief in God and (if 
they be Christians) in His Son, the Christ. They 
seek belief and faith; by the millions they seek. 
But the characteristic American at this season of 
this year does not believe in God and in His Son. 
Not with the wholeness and the power of a few 
decades ago. Godliness is no longer the American 


norm. To be ungodly is to be, at the most, un- 
noticed. 

In this there is a paradox. Proportionately and 
in total, the churches of America have more mem- 
bers today than ever before (46 million Protestants, 
26 million Roman Catholics and five million other 
non-Protestants, according to the 1949 Yearbook of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica). For the first time in U.S. history, church 
memb in this decade have come to constitute a 
majority of the U.S. population. Yet in publishing 
its figures the Council’s general secretary, Dr. 


Samuel McCrea Cavert, was moved to note “a dis- 
turbing discrepancy between the size of churches 
and their influence on American life.” 


Why the discrepancy? One answer, we suspect, 
is to be found in a change-within-change that has 
come over the characteristic American church and 
churchman. Many and many a church today is more 
social center than shrine; many and many a minister 
of God is more sociologist than preacher. No one 
would decry the labors of the churches in extrare- 
ligious fields. It is argued, and it may be so, that 
only by adjusting themselves to ‘“‘the realities” of 
20th Century life could churches survive the decline 
of belief and command the memberships which they 
have. Still and all, we wonder. Could a decline of 
belief in the power and attraction of belief itself 
be connected with the decline of Christian in- 
fluence? Church memberships grow, but church 
attendance lags. How many come to the church in 
quest of something to believe and, finding only a 
clinic, come not again? Publishers tell us that books 
on religious themes sell as never before, and that 
books resting upon the simplest affirmations of 
faith and belief are in the biggest demand. Surely 
a vast and troubled public seeks a way and a gospel 
not readily to be found in the world that men have 
made. It is as though millions looked into the void, 
crying to a St. Paul who does not come forth, 
Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 


It will be said—it is said—that belief is impos- 
sible to modern man. A Princeton professor of 
philosophy, W. T. Stace, so arguing in the Atlantic 
Monthly of September 1948, took his argument to 
this terrifying conclusion, ‘“‘We must expect men to 
wish back again the light that is gone, and to try 
to bring it back. But however they may wish and 
try, the light will not shine again—not at least in 
the civilization to which we belong.” Men are in 
the darkness of a world without demonstrable 
purpose or order, Professor Stace said, and without 
a God of purpose and order men must learn to live 
as best they can in their darkness. 


Must they? We think not. For what is belief? 
It is an act of the will, or at least of willingness. 
Modern man has it within his power to hear, and in 
hearing to accept, the words of Christ across 20 
centuries, 


Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart; and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 


There, for all who elect to receive it, is the 
greatest gift. 


“Reprinted by Permission, from LIFE, December 
26th, 1949, Copyright Time, Inc.” 





“Mercy-Killings” 


So-called mercy-killing, or euthanasia, has been 
brought acutely to the attention of the American 
public in recent weeks. As was to be expected, 
there have been evidences of maudlin sentiment 
and even mass approval in some places. 

Strange to say, this subject was given consider 
able time in debate on the floor of our last Genera 
Assembly. 


The question resolves itself to this; does a 
physician, or a group of physicians in consultation, 
have the moral right to take the life of a patient 
who is suffering from an incurable disease, when 
the patient and the patient’s relatives so request? 
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That such a question should be posed, much less 
acted upon, is but a sympton of the moral bank- 
ruptey of our times. We are not sure what some 
ecclesiastical groups will say but we are very sure 
that reputable medical societies will not counten- 
ance such procedures by their members. 


God has said, “Thou shalt not kill.”” Only where 
the taking of life is a judicial procedure does God 
place in the hand of man this responsibility. 
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.’’ 


Euthanasia is abhorrent and it is also stupid. We 
are not writing now as a layman but as a physician. 
True it is that there are incurable diseases, diseases 
also which cause great physical suffering. But, God 
has given methods of relief from pain which are 
available to individuals to a great blessing to them- 
selves and their loved ones. Finally, there are many 
instances where unexpected factors have entered 
into a case, causing cessation of pain and even in 
rare occasions cure of the disease itself. 


The sanctity of life, the fallibility of man’s judg- 
ment and the dignity of the medical profession are 
but a few of the factors involved. Christian con- 
science and judgment should make it clear that the 
authorization of such a proceedure, even under 
what appear to be the most extreme and extenuat- 
ing circumstances, is a step to folly. —L.N.B. 


The Secret Of 


Contentment 





One of the greatest boons anyone can take into 
the New Year is contentment with the lot in which 
God has placed him. And the secret of contentment 
is confidence in the all-sufficient God, trust in His 
gracious promises to us. Here is the word as given 
in the American Revised Version: 

“Be ye free from the love of money; content 
with such things as ye have: for Himself hath said, 
I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise 
forsake thee ... Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever.”’ 


In the first of these promises God assures us 
that He will never fail to uphold us. He is all- 
sufficient for Himself and all-sufficient for His 
people. Thus are we upheld by His gracious, 
Omnipotent Hand. And in His all-sufficiency He has 
given us just enough of this world’s goods for our 
best spiritual good. A man can receive nothing 
except it be given Him of God. 


In the second promise God declares that He will 
always be with us. Where neither mother nor 
father can follow, there God is—in the deepest 
recesses of our hearts ... in the place of danger 

. in the hour of temptation. As Wesley lay dying 
the great campaigner for souls repeated: “The 
best of all is that the LORD of hosts is with us.” 


In the third promise we are enabled to see that 
God is not fickle or changeable. What Jesus Christ 
is in history that God always is. He is not like too 
many of us men who change from kindness to 
bitterness over night. With Him there is no shadow 
of turning, for He is Jesus Christ, the same yester- 
day, today and forever. “‘The LORD, He it is that 
doth go before thee; He will be with thee, He will 
not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not!” 


—Wm. C. R. 
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The Baptism Of Infants 


Its Meaning And Its Authority 


By Rev. Ben. L. Rose 
Pastor Central Presbyterian Church 
Bristol ... Tennessee 


The Christian Sacrament of Baptism is to be 
administered not only to believers in Jesus Christ, 
but also to their infant children. Before they come 
to the age of decision, the children of believing 
parents are to be baptized on the faith of their 
parents. 


In the Presbyterian Church we do not baptize all 
children, but only the children of Christian parents 
or those children who are under the guardianship 
of believers in Christ. A child is accepted for 
baptism if only one of the parents is a professing 
Christian. 


This rite in the Presbyterian Church is not called 
“christening” but “baptism.’”” We do not christen 
children in our church, we baptize them. When a 
child is christened he is given a name and the 
Presbyterian Church holds that the naming of the 
child has no part in the Sacrament of Baptism. 


Some persons are of the erroneous opinion that 
there is a Sacrament of Adult Baptism and also a 
Sacrament of Infant Baptism. There is but one 
Sacrament of Baptism which is sometimes adminis- 
tered to adult believers and sometimes to the infant 
children of believers. 


I. What is the meaning of the Sacrament of 
Baptism when it is administered to the infant chil- 
dren of Christian parents? 


A. It is first an acknowledgement of church 
membership. By this rite the infant is acknow- 
ledged as a member of the church, which is the con- 
gregation of the Lord, the household and family of 
God. Our Confession of Faith says, “The visible 
church consists of all those throughout the world 
that profess the true religion, together with their 
children...’’ After administering the sacrament to an 
infant, the minister says, “This child, thus ac- 
knowledged as a member of Christ’s Church, is 
commended to your love and care.”’ 


The children of believers are members of the 
church by birth and the sacrament of baptism ac- 
knowledges that membership in a public manner. 
The lambs that are born into the fold belong to 
the shepherd of the flock and are branded with the 
shepherd’s mark. If the ewe belongs to the shep- 
herd the lambs belong to him too and he marks 
them as his own. The lambs that are born into the 
fold of the Good Shepherd belong to Him and are 
branded with His mark in baptism. If the sheep are 
His, the lambs are His also and He marks them as 
His own in the sacrament of baptism. 


The children of believers, acknowledged by bap- 
tism as members of the church, are enrolled as 
“non-communing members.”’ They are not entitled 
to all the privileges of full membership for they are 
not permitted to partake of the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper or to vote in congregational meet- 
ings. But when they come of age and do through 
their own decision confirm their membership in the 
church by a creditable profession of faith in the 


Lord Jesus Christ, they are enrolled as full members 
of the church with all the rights and privileges 
thereof and thus admitted to the Lord’s Table to 
receive Communion. Having been baptized in in- 
fancy, they are not baptized again. 


A child born of American parents in a foreign 
country is a citizen of the United States and subject 
to the protection of our government until he is 
eighteen years of age. He is a citizen at birth, but 
when he reaches the age of eighteen years, if he 
expects to retain the protection of the American 
Government, he must sign papers confirming his 
citizenship and, before he can vote, is required to 
take an oath of allegiance to the United States. 
This is an excellent illustration of the child’s mem- 
bership in the Church of Christ. A child born of 
Christian parents is a member of the Church until 
he reaches the age of decision. He is a member at 
birth, but when he comes of age, if he expects to 
retain the benefits and protection of the Covenant 
of Grace, he must confirm that membership by his 
own profession of faith in the Lord Jesus. Before 
he is entitled to all the privileges of full member- 
ship, he must avow his personal allegiance to Christ. 


B. The baptism of infants is secondly a token of 
the Covenant. In presenting their children for the 
sacrament of baptism, parents claim for those 
children the benefits of the Covenant of Grace and 
the blessings which the Lord has promised to give, 
not only to believers, but also to their children. The 
children of believing parents have always been in- 
cluded with their parents in the benefits and bless- 
ings of the covenants of the Lord. What God 
promises to parents, He promises also to their infant 
children, for the family and not ‘the individual is 
the unit embraced in all the covenants and dealings 
of God (Gen. 9:9; 17:7; Ex. 20:5; Deut. 29:10-13). 
When God made His Covenant with Abraham, He 
said, “I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee ... to be a God unto 
thee and to thy seed” (Gen. 17:7). On the day of 
Pentecost, Peter said, “‘Be baptized for the 
promise is unto you and to your children” (Acts 
2:38-39). Children, who are the seed of believing 
parents, are included in the Covenant, and their 
parents may rightfully claim the benefits thereof 
for their infant children in the sacrament of 
baptism. 


If a rich relative should die and in his will leave 
a great estate to an infant child, the parent or 
guardian of that child would be required, by sign- 
ing certain papers, to claim for the infant the 
benefits of the legacy. Desiring to make certain that 
his child would receive what belonged to him by 
the terms of the will, the parents would take certain 
steps to hold the estate in trust and thus the child 
could begin immediately to receive the benefits of 
the inheritance. So in presenting their children for 
baptism, parents claim for those children the rich 
legacy which God has willed to them in Jesus 
Christ, and thus the children begir immediatly to 
receive the benefits of the Covenant and the bless- 
ings which God gives through Christ. 
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The richest benefits which parents claim for their 
children in this sacrament are the Holy Spirit and 
Everlasting Life. The parents, as symbolized in 
sprinkling, claim God’s promise to pour out upon 
their children His Holy Spirit, Who shall by His 
operation in their hearts as the years pass work 
faith in them, open their minds in the knowledge of 
God and His will, lead them to embrace Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, give to them every Christian virtue 
which is the fruit of the Spirit including love and 
joy and peace, and lead them at last unto Ever- 
lasting Life. 


C. The baptism of infants is thirdly a sign of 
dedication. In presenting them for the sacrament of 
baptism, parents dedicate their children to the Lord 
and promise to instruct them in the principles of 
the Christian religion, to pray with them and for 
them, to set before them an example of Godly 
living, and to bring them by every means at their 
command to the knowledge of Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. In this rite, the parents acknow- 
ledge that their children belong to God, Who has 
but lent those children to them for a season. The 
children are accepted as trusts from God and 
parenthood is sanctified thereby. 


In this sacrament, therefore, the child baptized 
is marked with the token of the Covenant and the 
badge of membership in the church, and the parents 
offer a petition for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the child, promising to cooperate with 
the Spirit to bring the child into fellowship with 
God through Jesus Christ and thus prepare him for 
everlasting life. 


It is a glorious privilege which Christian parents 
have to acknowledge their children thus as members 
of Christ’s flock and to claim for them the benefits 
of His Covenant, and it is a solemn vow which 
they take to teach their children the things of 
Christ and to set before them an example of Chris- 
tian living. 


Il. What is our authority for baptizing the infant 
children of believing parents? Our authority is 
none other than the Bible, which is God’s Word and 
in which we find His instructions for the organiza- 
tion of His Church and the institution of her sacra- 
ments. 


A. In the Old Testament the infant children of 
believing parents were included in the Abrahamic 
Covenant and, in the rite of circumcision, were 
marked with the token of the Covenant and the 
badge of church membership. In Genesis 17:11 
God called circumcision the token of the Covenant 
and ordered it to be administered to Hebrew chil- 
dren when they were eight days old. By this rite 
the infant was acknowledged as a member of the 
congregation of the Lord, the Covenant promises 
were claimed for him by his parents, and the child 
was dedicated to the Lord. None will deny that in 
the Old Testament Church circumcision, which was 
the token of the Covenant and the badge of church 
membership, was administered not only to adult 
converts but also to the infant children of be- 
ieving parents. 


B. Now the Church in the New Testament oper- 
ates under the same Covenant and promise as the 
( nog in the Old Testament. The Covenant made 
vith Abraham was, in God’s own words, “‘an ever- 
isting covenant” (Gen. 17:7). Peter on the day of 
Pentecost speaks of the promise of God to Abraham 
as being still in effect (Acts 2:39), and Paul in his 
Epistles to the Romans and the Galatians grounds 
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his whole argument upon the fact that, even 
though they are gentiles, they are through Christ 
the children of the Abrahamic Covenant and the 
heirs of the promise made to Abraham. To the Ga- 
latians Paul says: “If ye be Christ’s then are ye 
Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise” 
(Gal. 3:29). Now if the Covenant included the in- 
fant children of believing parents in the Old Testa- 
ment, it still includes them in the New Testament. 
If the sign of the Covenant was given to the infant 
children of a Hebrew home, it should now be given 
to the infant children of a Christian home. 


C. Baptism under the New Testament occupies 
the same relation to the Covenant and the Church 
which circumcision did. What circumcision was, 
baptism now is: the token and seal of the Abra- 
hamic Covenant and promise, and the badge of 
membership in the Church. Since circumcision, 
which was the badge of church membership in the 
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Old Testament, was administered not only to adult 
converts but also to the infant children of be- 
lieving parents, baptism, which is the badge of 
church membership in the New Testament, is like- 
wise to be administered not only to adult converts 
but also to the infant children of believing parents, 
for the Church in the Old Testament and the 
Church in the New Testament is One Church. 


Operating under the same Covenant and promise, 
the Church in the New Testament is but an exten- 
sion of and identical with the Church in the Old 
Testament. The Book of the Acts indicates that the 
Church was in existence on the Day of Pentecost 
for it says that the new converts received on that 
day were “added unto the Church” (Acts 2:41,47). 
Jesus spoke of the Church as though during His 
ministry on earth it were already in existence 
(Matt. 18:17). And Stephen says of Moses: “This 
is he which was in the church in the wilderness’ 
(Acts 7:28), thus testifying that the Church ex- 
isted in Moses’ day. God did not organize a new 
Church with new principles and new sacraments 
either with John the Baptist or with the disciples in 
the upper room. Christ effected no original organi- 
zation but built His Church and her sacraments on 
the foundations laid by the Prophets in the Old 
Testament. Thus does Paul say to the Ephesian 
Church: “Ye... are built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets” (Eph. 2:20). In the New 
Testament a new branch was grafted into the 
Church, but the trunk and roots of the tree re- 
mained the same” (Rom. 11). New sheep were 
brought into the fold, but Shepherd and the sheep- 
fold preserved their identity (Jn. 10:16). Now with 
this identity in mind, it is clear that if the Church 
included the infant children of believing parents in 
the Old Testament, it still includes them in the 
New Testament. The Church since Christ, being 
identical with the Church before Him, continues to 
include in her membership not only believers but 
also their infant children. 


As would be expected, there is an identity of the 
sacraments of the Old Testament and the sacra- 
ments of the New Testament. Just as the Church in 
the New Testament is but an extension of the 
Church in the Old Testament, so the sacraments of 
the New Testament Church are extensions of the 
sacred rites of the Old Testament Church. The 
Lord’s Supper was instituted in immediate connec- 
tion with the observance of the Passover and in 
such a manner as to show clearly that it is the 
Jewish Passover Christianized (Matt. 26:17-30). 
Both are communal meals setting forth the sacrifice 
of Christ. While the form of the sacrament is 
changed, because the truth symbolized has passed 
from prophecy into history, yet the sacrament pre- 
serves its identity. The Apostle Paul confirms this 
when he says: “Christ our passover is sacrificed for 
us” (I Cor. 5:7). 


Baptism sustains the same relation to circum- 
cision that the Lord’s Supper sustains to the Pass- 
over, it is the same sacrament christianized. Paul 
says: “‘As many as have been baptized into Christ 
are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise” (Gal. 3:27,29). He thus indicates that 
baptism is now what circumcision was: the token 
of the Abrahamic Covenant and the seal of the 
promises of the Covenant. That Baptism is what 
Circumcision was is seen in the fact that they rep- 
resent the same things. Circumcision was the token 
of the Covenant (Gen. 17:11), and so is baptism 
(Acts 2:38-41; Gal. 3:27,29). Circumcision was 
the badge of church membership (Ex. 12:48), and 
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so is baptism (Matt. 28:19). Circumcision was the 
seal “of the righteousness of faith’ (Rom. 4:11), 
and so is baptism (Acts 3:19). Circumcision was 
the symbol of purification, the “putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh” (Col. 2:11), and so is 
baptism (Rom. 4:4). Circumcision is used by thi 
Apostle Paul interchangably with baptism, as an- 
other word for the same thing, and in explaining 
the nature of baptism he speaks of it as Christian 
circumcision, calling it “the circumcision of Christ” 
(Col. 2:11-13). 


We conclude therefore that since circumcision in 
the Old Testament was administered, not only 
adult converts, but also to the infant children ot! 
believing parents, and since baptism is in the New 
Testament what circumcision was in the Old, in the 
absence of any command to the contrary, the sacra- 
ment of baptism ought to be administered not only 
to adult converts but also to the infant children of 
believing parents to signify their membership in 
the household of God and their participation in th: 
promises of the Covenant. We do not find in all th 
Bible any indication that the infant children of be- 
lieving parents, who were undeniably included in 
the Church in the Old Testament, are to be ex 
cluded from the Church in the New Testament and 
denied the token of the Covenant. By His own 
command in Genesis 17:11, God put the children of 
believing parents into His Church and He has nev: 
taken them out. By His own command (Ge! 
17:11), God ordered believers to mark their infant 
children with the token of the Covenant and the 
badge of church membership and, although 
token was changed from circumcision to baptisn 
His command still stands. God still expects be- 
lievers to mark their infant children with the toker 
of the Covenant and the badge of church memb«: 
ship in the Sacrament of Baptism. 


D. In the New Testament record we may expec! 
to find the infant children of believing parents 
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eing marked with the sacrament of baptism. Turn- 
ng to the New Testament, that is just what we see. 
We find the apostles baptizing whole families on 
the faith of parents. In Acts 16:14-15 we read: 
‘And a certain woman named Lydia ... whose 
heart the Lord opened that she attended unto the 
words spoken of Paul was baptized and her house- 
hold.” Only her heart was opened, according to the 
ecord, but her household was baptized. The same 
is true of the Philippian jailer in Acts 16:30-33. He 
asked Paul: “What must I do to be saved?” And 
Paul said: “‘Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou 
shalt be saved and thy house.” And we read: “‘And 
he was baptized, he and all his straightway.” Paul 
promised the jailer that if he would believe both he 
and his house should be saved, and so when he be- 
lieved both he and his household were baptized. In 
I Corinthians 1:16, Paul says: “I baptized the 
household of Stephanas.’’ If there had been children 
of age in the household, he would have said: “I bap- 
tized Stephanas, and John the son of Stephanas, 
and Mary the daughter of Stephanas.” In all these 
incidents only the faith of the parent is mentioned 
but the apostle baptized the whole family. Infant 
children must have been baptized on the faith of 
their parents. 


In the New Testament we find also Paul address- 
ng the children of the church in Ephesus as though 
they were members of the church. The letter is 
written to “the saints (i.e. church members) which 
are at Ephesus” (1:1) and he has a word of ex- 
hortation, not only for husbands, wives, fathers, 
and servants, but also for ‘‘children” (6:1). He re- 
minds them all that “we are members of His 
(Christ’s) body” (5:30), and addressing them thus 
he includes the children as members of the Church. 


In the New Testament we find still another thing. 
In every book there is an absence of any argument 
‘concerning the matter of infant baptism or the 
membership in the church of the children of 
velievers. Wherever in the New Testament there is 
any reinterpretating or changing of the Old Testa- 
ment customs we find the record of heated argu- 
ments and long discussions. Witness for example 
how much discussion is to be found on the subject 
of whether Jews are permitted under the Gospel 
to eat those meats which Moses had declared un- 
clean. Now if under the Gospel the children of be- 
lieving parents were to have been suddenly ex- 
‘luded from the Church and denied the token of the 
Covenant after having been included since Abra- 
ham, the Jewish converts would have protested vig- 
orously and there would have been much discussion 
and argument. This silence of the New Testament 
speaks as forcefully as anything else in support of 
the fact that infants were included in the New 
Testament Church and given the token of the 
Covenant in baptism as they had been in the Old 
Testament in circumcision. 


It seems as if anticipating such questions about 
the inclusion of their children, Peter assured his 
Jewish listeners on the day of Pentecost, that under 
the Gospel of Christ, as under the law, their chil- 
dren were still included in the blessings and prom- 
ises of God. “The promise,” he said, “is unto you 
and to your children.” (Acts 2:39). 


In summary: If in the Old Testament not only 
adult converts but also the infant children of 
believing parents were marked with the token of 
the Covenant and the badge of church membership 
in circumcision; and if the New Testament Church, 
operating under the same Covenant and promise, 
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is but an extension of the Old Testament Church; 
then we may rightfully assume that, in the absence 
of any command to the contrary, it is God’s inten- 
tion that the token of the Covenant and badge of 
church membership, which is now baptism, shall in 
the New Testament Church be applied not only to 
adult converts but also to the infant children of 
believing parents. This assumption finds support in 
the fact that the apostles baptized whole families on 
the faith of parents and that the writers of the 
New Testament include the children of believers in 
the Church. 


III. What then are some of the objections to the 
baptism of infants? 


A. The objection is raised: “I do not want to 
make the decision for my children.’’ Let it be said 
first that these same parents make many other 
decisions for their children. They send them to 
school whether the children want to go or not. They 
send them to the dentist whether the children want 
to go or not. Why they will then hesitate to make 
this greatest of all decisions is hardly understand- 
able. Was God wrong in instructing Hebrew parents 
to make the decision for their children, placing the 
token of the Covenant upon them and initiating 
them into the congregation without their consent? 
Was Abraham wrong in making the decision for 
Isaac and marking him with circumcision? 


It is better however that we think of the act of 
presenting our children for baptism, not as making 
a decision for them but as claiming a blessing for 
them. God has already made the decision for them 
when He put them into our homes. We as parents 
when we present them for baptism only claim a 
blessing which is theirs by right of birth. If some- 
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one died and left a rich estate to a child, no parent 
would say: “I will not make the decision for him. 
I will wait and see if he wants these riches.” No, 
he would sign the papers and hold the estate in 
trust for the child, using the money perhaps for 
his development and education. When the child 
came of age he could still reject his inheritance if 
he chose, but at least the parent had claimed the 
blessing for him. 


No American parent would say: “I will not make 
the decision for my child whether he will be an 
American citizen or not. He may want to be a 
citizen of Russia. I’ll wait.’’ No, the child is an 
American citizen by birth and the parent would 
proudly claim the right for him. If when he is of 
age he wants to renounce his American citizenship, 
he may do so, but that is his decision. The parent 
has given him every benefit of a good heritage. 


So in presenting our children for baptism, we 
only claim that inheritance which is theirs by right 
and give them every benefit of a good heritage. 
Our children may later choose to renounce their 
inheritance and their citizenship in the Kingdom of 
God. If they do the decision is theirs, but at least 
we have done all that we could to prejudice them 
for the best and highest. 

B. The objection is raised: “The baptism of 
infants is foolish; it can do the child no good 
because he does not know what is happening.” This 
objection questions the wisdom of God. If it is 
foolish to sprinkle a little water on the head of a 
baby, then it was criminal to mutilate an infant 
by circumcision. Who dare accuse God thus? It is 
true that the child does not know what is happening, 
but the parents do and God does and the child shall 
in years to come. 


C. The objection is raised, “‘The New Testament 
teaches only believer’s baptism,” and if we ask the 
authority for such a statement, Mark 16:16 is 
quoted, which reads: ‘‘He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved.” “‘Believing must precede bap- 
tism,” it is argued. Let be said first that if the 
first part of this text (Mk. 16:16) excludes infants 
from baptism, then the second part excludes in- 
fants from salvation, for it reads: ‘“‘But he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” Shall we say: “In- 
fants cannot believe and therefore they shall be 
damned?’’ No! this text simply cannot be quoted 
in connection with infant baptism. 

If one argues that Paul says, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” and 
that here again belief preceeds salvation and 
baptism, we answer that the rest of that text must 
also be quoted for the whole text is: “Believe... 
and thou shalt be saved and thy house.” But if be- 
lief must always precede salvation and baptism, 
then infants are excluded not only from baptism 
but also from salvation. 


The New Testament teaches “believer’s baptism” 
but it does not teach only believer’s baptism. It 
must not be forgotten that in the Old Testament 
circumcision, the token of the Covenant and badge 
of church membership, was given to the children of 
believers as well as to adult converts. No one will 
argue that in the Old Testament there was only 
“‘believer’s circumcision.”” What right have we then 
to limit baptism only to believers and exclude their 
infant children? 


D. It is objected that there is no explicit com- 
mand to baptize infants in the New Testament. We 


answer that an explicit command in the New Testa- 
ment is not needed for there are numerous com- 
mands in the Old Testament to give the token of 
the Covenant to the children of believers, which 
commands have never been rescinded. The burden 
of proof is upon those who would show that they 
have been rescinded and that the children of be- 
lievers, included in the Old Testament Church, are 
excluded from the New Testament Church. 


But if one seeks an explicit New Testament 
command for every practice of the New Testament 
Church, let him show us an explicit command or an 
example which permits women to take Communion. 
We permit women to take Communion however 
because it is clearly implied in the New Testament 
and because it is in keeping with the whole spirit of 
the gospel. So we permit infants to be marked with 
the token of the Covenant in baptism because it 
is clearly implied in the New Testament and be- 
cause it is in keeping with the whole spirit and plan 
of God’s Word. 


E. It is objected that: “Infant baptism presup- 
poses infant damnation.” As taught by some 
churches which say, “Not baptized, not saved,’ 
infant baptism may presuppose infant damnation, 
but as taught and practiced by the Presbyterian 
Church it does not. 


According to our view, here is a child of un- 
believing parents who dies unbaptized. We can hope 
in the mercy of God as revealed in Jesus Christ 
that God has carried that little soul to Heaven. 
We can expect that our Lord Jesus who so loved 
little children during His earthly life will fold them 
in His arms and carry them to be with Him forever. 
On the other hand, here is a child of believing pa- 
rents who dies after having been presented to the 
Lord in baptism. We can know that that child 
numbered in the congregation of the Lord and 
one of that great company about the Throne of God 
and the Lamb. We can know because God has told 
us So. 
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No, infant baptism does not presuppose infant 
damnation, but it offers the certainty of the salva- 
tion of the infants of believing parents. 


In closing, let it be said, that the joy and the 
privilege of marking our children with the token of 
the Covenant and claiming for them the blessings 
and promises of God should be cherished by Chris- 
tian parents and should by no means be neglected. 
The baptism of their infant children cannot be 
neglected by Christian parents without disregarding 
the Covenant which was made in Abraham and, at 
great sacrifice, fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 


Let believers in Christ gladly present their chil- 
dren to the Lord in baptism, singing: 


“Our children, Lord, in faith and prayer 
We now devote to Thee; 
Let them Thy Covenant mercies share 
And Thy salvation see.’’ 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 19: The Fight 
For Christian Freedom 


Scripture: Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2. Devotional 
Reading: John 8:31-36. “If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.’”’ These 
words in John 8:36 were spoken to the Jews by 
Jesus. Many had believed upon Him, and He said 
to those who believed, if ye continue in my words, 
then are ye my disciples indeed: and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free. This 
touched a sore spot in the proud Jews, and they 
answered, we be Abraham’s seed, and were never 
in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall 
be made free? 


Jesus did not stop to argue this point, although 
these Jews knew that over and over again in their 
history they had been in bondage: in Egypt, where 
their lives were made bitter by hard bondage; 
often during the period of the Judges; again, dur- 
ing the seventy years of captivity; and even while 
they spoke, to Rome. He is concerned with a deeper 
and more abject and degrading slavery. He said to 
them, Whosoever committeth sin is the bond-servant 
of sin. The worst slavery in the world is that of 
sin, and the Son of God is the only one who can 
tree us from this slavery. 


Then there is the bondage of the Law. He that 
doeth these things shall live by them, and who can 
say, I have kept the Law perfectly? Jesus Christ 
makes us free from the Law also, for what the 
law could not do, Christ did. 


The early church was in danger of being made 
subject to the Jewish Law. It was inevitable that 
this question should arise as soon as Gentile con- 
verts began to come into the Church. Would these 
converts be subject to the Ceremonial Law of the 
Jews? Would they have to become Jewish proselytes 
before they were accepted as members of the Chris- 
tian Church? Or were they saved by grace through 
faith without the deeds of the Law? There were 
those in the Church, especially among the Phari- 
sees, who insisted that the Gentiles must be circum- 
cised and keep the Law. This was a threat to the 
Christian Freedom, and to the very existence of the 
Church as a World-wide body, so the question is 
one of vital importance. 


I. The First Church Conference: Acts 15:1-35. 
“Certain men came down from Jerusalem and 
taught the brethren that except they be circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, “ye cannot be 
saved.’’ Paul and Barnabas had no small discussion 
and disputation with them and it was decided to go 
up to jerusalem about this question, so the first 
Church Council or Conference is called, of Apostles 
and Elders. 


Peter is the first to speak. He recounted his 
experience and is very clear in his testimony, con- 
cluding with this statement: “But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
shall be saved even as they.’’ He thus asserts that 
not only are the Gentiles saved by grace, but the 
Jews also: everybody is saved in the same way; 
there is “no difference between us and them.” 


Then we have the testimony of Paul and Barna- 
bas, and while we are not told what they said, we 
know their position, of course. They give evidence 
as to the miracles and wonders God wrought among 
the Gentiles. God had put the stamp of His ap- 
proval and His blessing upon their work. 


James, who has been called the “moderator” of 
the meeting, sums it all up and makes a proposition 
with which the conference could find no objection. 
He quotes from Scripture to prove that the Gentiles 
were to be included, “and all the Gentiles.” He 
suggested that they write to these Gentile converts 
and ask that they abstain from “pollution of idols, 
from fornication, and from things strangled, and 
from blood.” This motion was carried unanimously, 
it seemed, and the letter was to be sent by chosen 
men Judas and Silas. A copy of this letter is given 
in verses 23-29, and is a fine example of Christian 
correspondence. These “letters’’ were characteristic 
of the church and many of them became part of 
the Inspired Canon of the New Testament. 


Judas and Silas brought the letter to Antioch 
where it was received with rejoicing. These two 
men exhorted the brethren. 


There are several lessons to be learned from this 
incident. The first is that when differences arise 
in the Church they ought to be discussed freely 
and the matter decided in a wise manner by a Con- 
ference, or Council. This is the first of many such 
Councils. In some of them the basic doctrines of 
the Church were determined. (It would be well to 
take some good Church History and see what was 
accomplished). Some of the later Church Councils, 
however, issued decrees which the Church as a 
whole cannot accept. The various “Creeds” were 
the product of some of these Councils, such as, 
“The Nicene Creed,” “The Creed of Constantino- 
ple,” “The Creed of Chalcedon.” 


Let me quote from Lenski: “James was not 
governed by logical or theoretical considerations 
but only by the different needs of the Gentile 
Christians in their peculiar situations at that time. 
On the one hand they were surrounded by their 
pagan connections, and on the other they found 
themselves in the same Christian congregations 
with Jewish members. Here were idol feasts, where 
they might both contaminate themselves and great- 
ly hurt others; here was fornication which was 
nothing to pagans and liable still to seem to be 
nothing to pagan converts; here was the matter of 
blood in meat or otherwise which was nothing to 
them, nothing in fact, and yet still horrible to their 
Jewish brethren. The one safe course to follow was 
to avoid these things’? — “Now, indeed, as far as 
Levitical regulations are concerned, these are 
abrogated, and James is certainly not trying to 
revive at least a few of them. They have disappear- 
ed forever. But love demands of the Gentile Chris- 
tians that, apart from any danger to themselves 
in idol feasts and in fornication, they ought to be 
considerate of their fellow Christians who had been 
reared as Jews and who, although they were now 
freed from the old Jewish legalism, still shrank 
from the things that were once so strongly forbid- 
den them by the Levitical laws of Moses. This is 
not law and legislation, (the letter sent) but the 
fraternal appeal to Christian love.” 
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It is a most necessary thing that all such Church 
Councils be Spirit-filled and Spirit-led, if their 
decisions are to be of value. The first one was, and 
many of the others, but we have to test all such 
decisions by the Word of God which is our Inspired 
guide in all matters of Doctrine and Life. 


The main lesson is that Salvation is by Grace 
through Faith, apart from the law. “To add any- 
thing to Christ as being necessary to salvation, say 
circumcision or any human work of any kind, is 
to deny that Christ is a complete Savior, is to put 
something human on a par with Him, yea to make it 
the crowning point. That is fatal. A bridge to 
heaven thai is built 99-100 of Christ and even 1-100 
of anything human breaks down at the joint and 
ceases to be a bridge. Even if Christ be thought of 
as carrying us 999 miles of the way, and something 
merely human be required for the last mile, this 
would leave us hanging in the air with heaven being 
still far away” (Lenski, Acts, Page 593). 


II. Paul on Freedom: Galatians 2. The Epistle to 
the Galatians is the sternest one of Paul’s letters. 
He rebukes and upbraids and exhorts the Galatian 
Church which has ‘‘so soon removed from Him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel: Which is not another” But though we, 
or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed, (anathema). 


In Chapter 2 he rehearses somewhat of his own 
history especially the part bearing upon his liberty 
as a Christian. He recalls the meeting with James, 
Cephas and John who seemed to be pillars of the 
Church, and how they agreed that Paul and Barna- 
bas should go to the heathen (Gentiles) and they 
to the circumcision. 


But when Peter was come to Antioch, I with- 
stood him to the face. (This does not look much 
like Peter was ‘the first Pope,’’ does it?) We find 
Paul rebuking Peter in no uncertain terms for his 
wavering, not to say cowardly, attitude. Is there 
something of the old Simon creeping out here? 

Then in verses 16-21 Paul lays down the great 
doctrine of Justification by Faith, the Magna Carta 
of the Christian Church. Is it not a very striking 
fact that the Church which hails Peter as the first 
Pope is the Church which has so sadly corrupted 
this glorious Gospel of Salvation by Grace, and 
mixed it up with a lot of man-made rules and works 
of the law? It was Martin Luther and the other 
Reformers who brought to light again this truth 
which the Church had smothered under its tradi- 
tions.”” Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ’ 
(Gal. 2:16-21). 


Lesson For Feb. 26: Planting A 
Church In A Pagan City 
( Temperance ) 


Scripture: Acts 15:36 - 18:22; I Corinthians 5:9 
- 6:20; II Corinthians 6:11 - 7:1. Devotional Read- 
ing: | Chronicles 16:23-29. “For all the gods of the 
people are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.” 
It is said that it was easier to find a god in Athens 
than a man. These heathen were ‘‘very religious,” 
so much so that they erected an altar to the un- 
known god, to be sure that no god was overlooked. 
The people of Athens were religious heathen; the 
Corinthians were not as religiously inclined perhaps, 


but even more morally corrupt. In Athens there was 
learning, but no real light; in Corinth less learning, 
but plenty of sin. Paul had greater success in the 
latter city. He seemed to be greatly discouraged 
after his all but fruitless visit to the proud city of 
Athens with its questioners and scoffers, who were 
ready to listen to almost anyone, but to believe 
nothing. 


Our lesson covers what is known as Paul’s 
Second Missionary Journey. Let us travel it with 
him and his companion Silas. 


I. The Rift between Paul and Barnabas: 15:36- 
41. Paul suggests to Barnabas that they “visit our 
brethren in every city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord and see how they do.” Barnabas 
wished to take John Mark, but Paul would not 
agree. Mark had left them on their first missionary 
journey and for some reason had gone back, “and 
went not with them to the work.” The contention 
was sharp between them. Sometimes the best of 
men disagree and even part in anger. This but 
shows the weakness of human nature, and both 
Paul and Barnabas were human, as was Peter and 
all the others. Barnabas seems to have had a more 
loving disposition in this instance than Paul, and to 
have been a better judge of men. It was natural 
that he should be more lenient toward Mark than 
Paul, for John Mark was his kinsman. His very 
name, son of encouragement, indicated his attitude 
and feelings in the matter. He and Paul and Mark 
were later reconciled and became good friends. 
Paul, in speaking of John Mark says in II Timothy 
4:11, “Take Mark and bring him with thee: for he 
is profitable to me for the ministry.” 


God overrules the mistakes and quarrels of His 
workers and makes good come out of evil. Instead 
of two, there were four missionaries and more 
work was done in reaching the heathen. 


II. The Call of Timothy: 16:1-5. This is a very 
important incident for Timothy later became Paul’s 
spiritual son and successor, one of the outstanding 
leaders of the Church. He later writes I and II 
Timothy to this young man and from these letters 
we get a splendid picture of the organization of the 
early church with directions for the guidance of 
the church in electing both elders and deacons, 
and the high ideals and character which leaders 
should possess. Timothy was part Jew and part 
Greek, his father being a Greek, and this fact adds 
significance to his call. 


III. The Macedonian Cry: 16:6-10. Someone has 
said, (Smellie, I believe), that the stops of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord, as well as the steps. 
God often closes doors that we try to enter in 
order that we may see other doors which He wants 
us to enter. Paul wanted to preach in Asia, but was 
forbidden of the Holy Spirit; he tried to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered him not; so they 
came to Troas. (Notice the leading of the Spirit in 
all things). 


The vision of the man of Macedonia is a familiar 
one. The man stood and cried, “Come over into 
Macedonia and help us.” This vision could mean 
but one thing, and they immediately endeavored 
to go into Macedonia. Paul was still “obedient to 
heavenly visions’ as on the road to Damascus. 


IV. Experiences in Philippi: 16:11-40. The two 
main incidents in this long section are (1) the 
Conversion of Lydia, and (2) the Conversion of 
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the Philippian Jailer, following the imprisonment of 
Paul and Silas. 


These are two striking types of Conversion: the 
one, a very quiet one, the other spectacular. The 
inner change was the same, the outward circum- 
stances and manifestations very different. If we 
are “born again,’ it does not matter about the 
surrounding scenery. 


1. The Conversion of Lydia, a very prominent 
business woman. There was no synagogue in this 
Roman colony so Paul and Silas went to the river- 
side prayer meeting. Here some women were in the 
habit of gathering, notably one, who in her char- 
acter reminds us of the Centurion, which wor- 
shipped God. The Lord opened her heart and mind 
and she attended to the message of Paul and was 
baptized, she and her household. Her home became 
the headquarters of the Missionaries. 


Then follows the curing of the slave girl with a 
spirit of divination, the consequent anger of her 
masters who instigated an uprising of a mob, and 
Paul and Silas were beaten, cast into prison, and 
their feet made fast in the stocks. 


2. The Conversion of the Jailer. At midnight a 
strange sound was heard in the prison, something 
which had never been heard before. No doubt the 
prisoners were used to hearing groans, and perhaps, 
curses, but now they hear two men praying and 
Singing praises to God. 


Then came the earthquake, the loosing of the 
prisoners, the thought in the jailer’s mind of killing 
himself, when Paul cried with a loud voice, Do thy- 
self no harm: for we are all here. The jailer is 
completely overwhelmed and the question burst 
from his lips, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 
The answer is, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He believed, was saved, and baptized at once; he 
and his household. In this passage of Scripture we 
have two “Household Baptisms.” 


The ending of the story is humiliating for the 
magistrates who feared when they found out that 
the men they had so unjustly treated were Roman 
citizens. They had to “eat a little humble pie,” to 
use a homely expression. “‘They came and besought 
them.” They begged the men to depart from the 
city. This Paul and Silas did, taking their time 
about it however, seeing and comforting the breth- 
ren before they left. 


V. Thessalonica: 17:1-9. There was a synagogue 
in this city, so Paul, as was his custom, began in it. 
The usual procedure developed. Paul preached, a 
good many believed, especially among the Greeks. 
“But the Jews which believed not,” raised up op- 
position, and assaulted the house of Jason, so Paul 
and Silas had to leave. 


VI. Berea: “More noble than those in Thessa- 
lonica”: 10-15. There is one verse which shows the 
‘“nobleness” of these Bereans: ‘‘They received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were so, 
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Therefore many of them believed.’’ If we could get 
people to do this, we would have many more con- 
verts. But even here the missionaries were not safe, 
for the unbelieving Jews from Thessalonica stirred 
up the people, so Paul was sent away, Silas and 
Timothy remaining in Berea. 

VII. Athens: A City Wholly Given to Idolatry: 
17:16-34. Paul begins his speech by referring to the 
altar, to the unknown god, and tried to declare 
this True God, whom they ignorantly worshipped, 
the God who made the world and all things therein. 
When he came to the Resurrection, however, some 
mocked; and others said, We will hear thee again 
of this matter. So Paul departed from among them. 
Howbeit certain men clave unto him and believed. 


The result as a whole must have been very disap- 
pointing to the Apostle, who, perhaps, as an educa- 
ted man expected to reach these men of Athens. 


VIII. Corinth: A Most Corrupt Commercial City: 
18:1-11. Paul begins his work here in the home of 
Aquila and Priscila, as he was of the same craft, 
for they were tentmakers. And he reasoned in the 
synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews 
and the Greeks. When the Jews “opposed them- 
selves and blasphemed,” he turned to the Gentiles, 
going to a house adjoining the synagogue. And 
Justus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed 
on the Lord with all his house. Paul founded one 
of his strongest churches in this wicked city. 











Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For February 
Feb. 19: Dollar Daze 


Introduction 


With Every Member Canvass Sunday coming 
next month every one of us is going to be asked to 
make a pledge to the Church. As you listen to the 
preacher and the officers during the days of pre- 
paration you will probably hear the word “tithe” 
mentioned a good deal. How shall we decide what 
we are going to pledge to the Church? How can we 
figure our tithe? These questions deserve a true 
and sincere answer from every Christian young 
person, but how shall we go about it? 


The answer to these questions will depend on 
how you look at life and the Church. As it works at 
the present time in our churches it goes something 
like this. Our benevolent agencies and our local 
churches draw up budgets that are just geared to 
the job that we ought to do, just ahead of what 
we did last year, and yet still within reach of what 
we feel to be the financial possibilities of our peo- 
ple. Then we size up the situation and place our 
people in financial brackets, set quotas on their 
share and go out to get the money. This may be 
necessary from the standpoint of reaching budgets, 
but it is not what we mean by giving to the Lord. 


When we seek to decide what we will give to the 
Lord through His Church we must answer the ques- 
tion as a normal part of our full rounded Christian 
experience. The nature of this experience is indi- 
cated in the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 
116:12-14. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


The following translation, by J. M. P. Smith, 
brings out forcibly the decisions we must make to 
have this full rounded Christian experience. 


How shall I repay the Lord 
For all his goodness lavished on me? 


I will lift up the cup of salvation, 
And on the name of the Lord I will call. 


I will pay my vows unto the Lord, 
O may I do it before all his people! 
I. We must faithfully lay hold of God’s provision. 
I will lift up the cup of salvation. 


God has so loved us that He has given us His 
only Son in order that we might be born again and 
become His sons who possess an everlasting salva- 
tion. Those who give to the Lord are not just any 
and everybody. The Church is not to be supported 
by anybody’s money no matter whether they be 
Christian or not. But the Lord’s work is to be sup- 
ported by those who truly receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the greatest gift of God to us and the Ons 
through whom God freely gives us all things. Then 
when we know that we are condemned sinners who 
have nothing, and that by receiving Him who “was 
rich yet for our sakes became poor that we through 
His poverty might become rich” our hearts long to 
express our appreciation and thanksgiving to God. 
It is then that we cry out: “What shall I rende: 
unto the Lord for all His benefits unto me?” Until 
we have received God’s gift, laid hold of God’s pro- 
vision for our need we are not inclined to feel that 
we owe God very much. 


Il. We must faithfully lay hold of God in prayer. 
I will call upon the name of the Lord. 


Once we have received the Lord Jesus into oul 
hearts we have access in prayer and our natural 
and normal desire is to be in close communion with 
the Lord through prayer. As we pray we pour out 
our love and affection to God, and God by His 
Spirit guides us into the ways of service in which 
we can make our love practical and effective in 
furthering His cause. Never can we know what we 
are to give until we have dwelt long with God in 
prayer. 


Ill. We must faithfully perform the vows we 
make. I will pay my vows unto the Lord. 


In vital communion and fellowship with the Lord 
our hearts are led to make vows to God, promises 
that we will do for Him certain things that we 
know are pleasing and according to His will. Hav- 
ing made these vows we should carry them out 
faithfully. In a time of prayerful communion and 
fellowship with God we should examine what God 
has done for us, what God has given us, what God 
wants to do through us, and then tell Him what we 
will give. Then we should declare that in a pledg« 
to the Church and carry it out. 


IV. We must faithfully give testimony in the 
presence of God’s people. 0 may I do it before al! 
His people. 
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“THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE — IN TRADI- 
TION AND CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT” 
By Norman Dunning 


President, Haworth Hall, University College, 
Kingston-upon-Hull, England. 








——_———————— 
The Struggle For Religious Liberty 


The James Sprunt Lectures For 1950 
By Roland Herbert Bainton 


Titus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History, 
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 


AUXILIARY LECTURES 


“THE POWER OF GOD FOR TODAY” 


February 26 - March 3 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
RICHMOND (27) VIRGINIA 





By James A. Jones 


Pastor, Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 








God knows what happens in our hearts, but peo- 
ple know only what we do openly. If we really love 
the Lord we must let the Church and the world 
know by the testimony of faithfulness that we give. 


Our giving is not merely facing a church budget 
because we are asked to, but our giving must be 
the natural outgrowth of our inward, personal deal- 
ings with God. We must first receive the salvation 
offered us in Christ, we must enter into fellowship 
with the Lord, and as we respond to His love with 
appreciation and surrender we must let Him tell us 
what we must do and then we must do it out in the 
open where it can count as a testimony for God, 
not in a showy way that calls attention to self but 
in a spiritual way that gives glory to God. 


Suggestion 


In II Corinthians 8 and 9 we have an example of 
true Christian giving. Last week we saw the prin- 
ciples of giving that Paul developed from that 
experience in Christian giving. This week we might 
run through the whole passage and see how many 
things they did in their giving are covered in our 
Scripture Lesson this week. Here are a few ex- 
amples. See how many others you can find. It was a 
grace of liberality bestowed on them (2 C. 8:1-3); 
they first gave themselves to the Lord (2 C. 8:5); 
they measured what they did by what Christ had 
done (2 C. 8:8-9); they made a pledge and carried 
it out (2 C. 8:11-12); each according to his own 
ability and decision (2 C. 8:13-15). 


Program Outline 


Presbyterian Youth suggests a program outline 
centered in a skit about tithing and the budget of 
the Church. Just before the skit it would be well to 


work in a study of the Scripture Lesson above, in- 
troduced by the leader using the introduction 
above. Then the skit could be presented by several 
of the group members. The leader could close the 
program by having the entire group take their 
Bibles and follow through II Corinthians 8 and 9 
verse by verse to see how many principles on giving 
they could find. 


Feb. 26: Why All The Fuss? 


Introduction 


The next five programs will deal with some of 
the controversial questions facing us as Christians 
today. No doubt you are conscious that the whole 
question of the relation of the Roman Catholic 
Church to the Protestant and to the democratic 
way of life is one of the most controversial in 
America today. If you were not conscious of it you 
suddenly became so in the recent outburst of a cer- 
tain prominent ecclesiastic against the widow of a 
well-known politician and the furor it caused all 
over America. 

But perhaps you are one of those who has been 
reared on the idea of a tolerance for other faiths 
and you say: ‘Why all the fuss?”’ There are many 
different cults in America today and so many peo- 
ple who don’t belong to any church at all, so that 
it seems like bad spirit and bad policy to quarrel 
with Catholics. That may seem to be so at first 
glance but let us look at the major areas wherein 
we differ and see if they are not important and far- 
reaching. 

Areas Of Difference 


In Presbyterian Youth this program is presented 
in the form of a round-table discussion. Perhaps 
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we should preface that discussion by a mere state- 
ment of the differences and the Word of God that 
bears on them. 


1. We approach religion from entirely different 
viewpoints. 


True religion depends upon two facts: God’s 
voice to us and our response to God. Protestantism 
and Romanism differ on these two fundamental 
matters. 


(a) For the Protestant God has spoken abso- 
lutely and completely in His Word, the Holy Bible. 
Il Timothy 3:15-17. These words tell us what many 
other portions of the Bible say, that God has spoken 
in His Word and that word is sufficient to com- 
pletely equip us. And the Protestant goes one step 
farther. Not only is the Bible the fully inspired 
Word of God, the only rule for faith and practise, 
but every man who believes on the Lord Jesus 
Christ has the personal right to interpret that 
Word for himself, for the same Spirit who inspired 
it will guide him. John 16:12-15; I John 2:20, 
26-28. 


See also our Westminster Confession of Faith, 
Chapter I, especially Paragraphs V and VIII. 


(b) But the Romanist speaks on this wise, and I 
quote from ‘“‘A Catechism For Inquirers,” by Father 
Joseph I. Malloy, C.S.P. 


1. Where is God’s revelation to man contained? 
(Q. 1). Ans. God’s revelation is contained in the 
Bible and in Tradition. 


2. Where is this tradition to be found? (Q. 9). 
Ans. The Tradition is to be found chiefly in the 
writing of the Fathers of the Church of the first 
centuries of Christianity, in the decrees of church 
councils, in the decisions of the Popes, and in the 
ceremonial of the Church. 


3. Can the Bible, then, be our only guide to the 
teaching of Christ? Ans. No, it cannot. 


In other words for the Protestant the Bible con- 
tains the whole revelation of the will of God and 
each individual is encouraged and urged to read 
the Word of God for Himself. But for the Ro- 
manist the revelation is everything that the Church 
says, and what the Church says must be accepted 
whether in Scripture or not, and even when it may 
appear contrary to Scripture. This leads to many 
doctrines that are contrary to the Bible, and especi- 
ally does it place the priest of the Church between 
man and God so that only when one goes to the 
priest can he receive forgiveness of sins, salvation, 
answer to prayer, and instruction in the Word of 
God. A man has taken Christ’s place and an insti- 
tution has taken the Bible’s place. 


2. We approach the world from entirely different 
viewpoints. 


(a) For the Protestants of America our most 
precious heritage is our free democracy. We recog- 
nize that this democracy can not serve the best 
interests of all and truly endure through the years 
unless the majority of its people truly worship God 
and serve Him. But we leave our people free to 
worship God as they see fit and serve Him as they 
feel led. Our great weakness is that all too many 
people have used this freedom to worship as free- 
dom to not worship, and thereby our freedom has 
become a stumbling block. Man as a creature of 
God must be free to live His life for God. 





LEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE 


AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GA. 


The College has buildings, grounds and 
equipment valued at more than $3,000,- 
000.00, and endowment of an equal 
amount. The income on more than $500,- 
000.00 is used to aid worthy young wo- 
men. Awards of aid are given to those 
qualified girls who apply early. For litera- 


ture or information, address: 


President J. R. McCain 


EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE PEPE 


(b) For the Romanist the Papacy has listed one 
of the principal errors of our time as the separa- 
tion of Church from State and that democracy is 
the “great perversion of history.’’ The logic of the 
Romanist is that man must be subject to God and 
governments must be subject to God. That far we 
agree. But then the Romanist goes on to say that 
Christ is the true head of the Church, that Peter 
was made His representative on earth, that the 
Popes in Rome are His successors, that men can 
come to Christ only through His vicar on earth, 
and that the Roman Church is the only Church 
owned and established by God. (Catholic Cathe- 
chism for Inquirers, Chapter III, Questions 1-30). 
That simply means that no man on earth can do 
the will of God outside the Roman Church and that 
governments must grant favors to the Roman 
Church or be working against God. This has led to 
policies of domination in the fields of politics, edu- 
cation and medicine that are utterly foreign to our 
American way of life. It means that the whole life 
of a Romanist is under the domination of the 
Church. If you marry a Romanist you must sign a 
statement that you will not try to influence your 
mate or your children while granting the mate the 
right to govern your life together by the laws of 
the Church and to rear all children as Romanists. 
Roman judges have to consider Roman canon law 
in their work. Doctors must follow the medical 
codes of Rome in their healing work. Roman states- 
men must keep in mind the Vatican policies as they 
determine American foreign policy. 


You see we begin by religious differences. But 
religious differences do matter so much that when 
the Romanist logically follows his viewpoint out it 
will mean the destruction of democracy as you and 
I know it. 


3. We approach the question of tolerance from 
different viewpoints. 


(a) For the Protestant not every religion is right, 
but every man has the right to follow his own re- 
ligion and do all within his power to develop it and 
pass it on. 


(b) For the Romanist religious freedom means 
that all men must be free to follow the true Roman 
Church, and those who will not can be permitted to 
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worship within the privacy of their own homes if 
they cause no disturbance. But to own property, 
evangelize, publish, educate—never. 


Suggestions 


This is an important program and can be handled 
in many ways. You might use the Scripture Lesson 
above and follow with the dialogue in Presbyterian 
Youth. You might have each one in the group read 
the report, “Roman Catholicism And _ Protes- 
tantism,” by our Committee on Christian Relations, 
and discuss it. You might get a Roman Catholic 
Catechism and have several questions and answers 
presented, each to be followed by a question and 
answer from our Confession and the appropriate 
Scripture. Or you might have your Pastor or some 
adult to come in and show how important it is that 
we believe correctly about Christ and the Church. 
The Romanist believes in God and in Christ, but 
right there he goes off on how an individual can 
come to Christ and by going off there he ends up 
in a way of life that is completely at variance with 
everything that we know to be true and essential 
in American life. What a man believes about God 
and His Church does matter tremendously. 


Please Remember 
The essential difference boils down to this: We 


Protestants say that to be saved a man must per- 
sonally accept what the Bible says for God speaks 
through the Bible. But the Romanist says that we 
must accept what the Church says about the Bible 
and in addition to the Bible. In the little pamphlet 
that I have used in preparing this material, en- 
titled “The Truth About Catholics,” by Father 
Joseph Ward, he says: “Which was appointed by 
Christ to teach true religion—the Bible or the 
Church. ‘The Bible, say our Protestant friends, and 
nothing but the Bible.’ But we Catholics say: ‘No, 
not the Bible, but the Church of God.’ I have 
brought together a number of denominations under- 
standing the Bible in different ways. One says there 
is no hell, another says there is a hell. One says 
Christ is God, one says He is not. Is anyone foolish 
enough to believe that the changeless and eternal 
Holy Ghost is directing these 500 sects telling one 
yes and the other no; declaring a thing to be black 
and white at the same time?” 


You and I must beware of the destructive ten- 
dencies in the total Romanist position, but this 
whole fuss should call you and me to earnest, care- 
ful and believing study of the Bible that we might 
truly know the Word of God and be in harmony 
with what God has spoken to Spirit-filled men down 
through the centuries. 











Church Woman’s Calendar 
February 1950 


Feb. 1-5: Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for 
World Missions. 

Feb. 5-12: Presbyterian Survey Week. 

Feb. 12: Race Relations Sunday. 

Feb. 12-18: Negro Work Week. 

Feb. 19: Day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges. 

Feb. 24: World Day of Prayer (interdenomination- 
ally observed). 

Circle Topic: The Paramount Sign, The Resurrec- 
tion, John 20. 

Monthly Emphasis: Christian Relations. 

General Program: Topic, “Take Home Pay” (Ste- 
wardship). 

Special in Local Women of the Church: Election of 
general officers and committee chairmen: 
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Week Of Prayer And Self-Denial 
Jan. 29 - Feb. 5, 1950 


As you trace the missionary movement step 
by step, you can see that every forward move- 
ment was a result of prayer. 
“Before all else, the world needs 
Christians who will pray.” 


> OHSS SHH SSS SHSSSHSSH HH SOO SSSOSOOOOOOOOS' 
Miss Miriam J. Heindel 


The Board of World Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., regrets to announce the death of Miss 
Miriam J. Heindel on December 23, 1949, in New 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
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Orleans, La. Miss Heindel went to Brazil as an 
evangelistic missionary in April 1947, and was 
flown back to this country in November, 1949, 
because of critical health condition. 


The following letter was written in appreciation 
of her by one of her colleagues on the field: 


Caixa Postal 15, 
Campinas, E. de Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
December 24, 1949. 


The Board of World Missions, 
P. O. Box 330, 

Nashville 1, Tenn., U. S. A. 
Dear Friends, 


It’s Christmas Eve, and we in Campinas have 
just received a message by radiogram that our 
friend and fellow missionary, Miriam Heindel, de- 
parted early today to spend Christmas with the 
Angels in Heaven. 


Although we received only three days ago a 
letter from her mother with very discouraging 
news, the message of today came as rather a shock 
because we of the Language School have been con- 
stantly in prayer, individually and collectively, that 
her life might be spared. However, we have prayed 
as the Lord instructed us to do, “Thy will be done.” 
And we are confident that the Lord has worked His 
will, and that Miriam has not suffered in vain; yes, 
has not died in vain. I cannot feel that Miriam is 
dead—because the work the Lord started through 
her here in Brazil, He will complete, because she 
gave her life for it. Her work in the interior was 
not easy, I’m sure, but she loved it, and those with 
whom she worked, and those who found the true 
Word, and learned of the Lord as Saviour because 
of her, will never forget her. 
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Her illness and her intense suffering has really 
been a testimony. I learned several lessons by visit- 
ing her while she was in the hospital in Sao Paulo. 
One day Kenneth and I were having prayer with 
her, and I was reminded of the long siege of suf- 
fering my own father endured only to be taken by 
a heart attack just as the doctors thought he was 
making fine progress—and I was so prone to ask, 
“Why, Lord? WHY?” So at this time, with Miriam, 
I prayed that we may not ask WHY, but humbly 
seek the Lord’s will and be content to abide by it. 
Afterward, she looked up at me with those expres- 
sive eyes and said: “You know, it never occurred to 
me to ask, why? I only know this is something I 
must bear and I only ask for strength and grace.” 


The last time I saw her she said: “I’m getting 
impatient to get back to the States and get this 
operation over with. I so wanted to be HOME for 
Christmas!” Her heart was heavy, too, with the 
knowledge of the tremendous need for the spread 
of the Gospel here in Brazil, and she added with 
great determination: “But I’m going to get well, 
if the Lord wills, and I’m coming back to Brazil!” 
The fact is, a great portion of her wonderful spirit 
has never left Brazil. I think I have never seen such 
courage as she had. 


And she said, “It never occurred to me to ask 
Why?” 
Yours in His devoted service, 


Masina H. Shaver (Mrs. Kenneth C.) 





A Lesson In Love 


We are sharing with our readers part of a letter 
recently received from Rev. R. P. Richardson in 
Taichow, China. This story of Dr. Henry Nelson’s 
act warms the heart and the incident will surely 
be used for God’s glory. There can be no argument 
against Christian love. L. N. B. 





“In the Communist Hospital adjoining our Sarah 
Walkup Hospital is a young communist engineer 
who is in a serious condition, following an opera- 
tion. He needed a blood transfusion. His fellow 
college mates, seven of them, came to Dr. Nelson 
in great distress, looking for professional blood 
donors to save his life. Unlike the U. S. A., these 
are not to be found in interior China. 


To make a long story short, Henry, who knew 
his own blood was the type needed, Type “O”, 
quietly went over to the Communist Hospital and 
gave his blood for the sick boy, as any Christian 
American would do. The communists were dumb- 
founded. They were overwhelmed. Let these two 
letters finish the story: 


‘“‘November 2, 1949. 
‘Dearest Dr. Nelson: 


“We express our deepest thanks for your 
enthusiastic and generous help. 


“That you came yesterday unexpectedly to 
‘The People’s Hospital’ as a voluntary donor 
very much astonished and moved us. We were 
moved to tears. We do not know how to thank 
you. A debt of conscience among us will never 
be vanished. Your noble personality lives for- 
ever in our memories and our friends! You not 
only help our school-mate materially and spirit- 


ually, but also teach us an important lesson of 
human love—a real force to cosmopolitan (In- 
ternationalism, perhaps is the meaning). 


“Herewith we present you a bit of gift for 
nourishment after transfusion. Wish you ac- 
cept that widow’s coin. (This boy received part 
of his education in a Mission school). 


“We remain, 
Yours faithfully, 


Ts’ai Chu-k’ang, 

Ho Hsia-ch’iu, Chang Kweh-t’ai, 
Tseo Chi-ming, Swen Hai-ning, 
Hwang Ih-jen, Tseo Chuing-liang.” 


Note: The “bit of gift’? consisted of four live 
chickens, one ham, one very large Mandarin fish 
and forty delicious pears. Henry Nelson replied in 
these words: 

“November 2, 1949. 


’ 


“Dear Friends: 


“I wish to thank you for your expression of 
gratitude which moved me greatiy. However, 
what I did was not for any praise for myself. 
Any other follower of my Lord Jesus Christ 
would have done the same. Certainly he gave 
his life for us by dying on a cross, why should 
we not give a little of ourselves to help a 
brother in need? Please accept it as an ex- 
pression of the friendship and love that exists 
between the American people and the Chris- 
tians in America for the people of China. 

“I am returning the food—your gift—to be 
used for the patient, as I am sure it will do 
him more good than it will me. We are earnest- 
ly praying that the efforts of all concerned in 
his behalf will prove successful and that he 
will recover. 

Sincerely yours, 


Henry S. Nelson, M.D.” 


Church News 


James Sprunt Lectures 
Union Theological Seminary 


The speakers for the James Sprunt Lectures have 
been announced by Union Theological Seminary of 
Virginia. The lectures are to begin February 26 and 
will end March 3. . 


9 
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Dr. Roland Herbert Bainton, Professor of Ec- 
clesiastical History, Yale Divinity School will head 
the list of speakers and his series will center around 
the topic “The Struggle for Religious Liberty.” 


Bainton was born in England in 1894 and comes 
from a long line of Congregational ministers. In 
1898 his father brought him to Canada and then to 
the state of Washington in 1902 where he received 
his education, receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Whitman College in 1914. He then entered 
Yale Divinity School where he received the Bachelor 
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f Divinity degree and from Yale University, the 
legree of Ph.D. in 1921. 


In 1926, Dr. Bainton had a Guggenheim Fellow- 
ship for study in Europe to prepare a work on 
Calvin and the Heretics. Three preliminary books 
have resulted from this study, one in Italian, one 
n German, and one in English. 


Dr. Bainton is the author of a life of Martin 
Luther which will be published by the Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press in the spring of 1950. 


Dr. Norman Dunning’s talks will be on “The 
Doctrines Of Grace - In Tradition And Contem- 
porary Thought.” 


Dunning is also from England and comes to us 
from the rich experiences of a ministry that has 
taken him to the far corners of the earth. 


He is a graduate of Cambridge University, and 
has traveled extensively in South Africa, Australia 
and North America where his ministry has stirred 
the hearts of multitudes. During the war he served 
as Chaplain in the Royal Air Force and at present 
he is President of Haworth Hall, Hull, and inter- 
denominational College where young men are 
trained for the ministry. 


Dr. James A. Jones will deliver three lectures on 
the subject: “The Power of God for Today.” 


Dr. Jones was born and has been educated in 
America, receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree 
from Davidson College, in 1931, Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from Union Theological Seminary 
in 1934 and in 1935, the ThM. Degree. In 1941 he 
received an Honorary Doctorate degree from 
Hampden-Sydney. 


Widely known in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
he is now pastor of the Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. Last winter 
he went on a preaching mission into Africa and 
South America. 


Some Impressions Of 
A Moderator 


By W. E. Price 
Charlotte, N. C. 


As I travel over the Church, as Moderator, I am 
deeply impressed with many things. If I should 
nention all of them this article would be lengthy 
ut of a few I want to write. My first impression 
s in regard to the ministers. 


As I fellowship with the ministers of our denomi- 
nation I am impressed with their deep devotion and 
loyalty to Christ and to our Church. The Presbyte- 
rian Church has reason to be justly proud of our 
ministers. With few exceptions they are hard work- 
ing devoted servants of the Lord and his Church. 
[ marvel at the stamina of these men. How they 
carry on under difficulties and heavy responsi- 
ilities yet always displaying a courage, a cheer- 
fulness, Christlikeness that is wonderful to behold. 
The answer is that the minister has given his full 
life to Jesus Christ. Nothing can be more inspiring 
rr comforting than this fact. And, as a consequence 
the hardships and disappointments in life are only 
tepping stones to a fuller consecration and deeper 
devotion to Christ and the gospel message. The 


Presbyterian Church, U. S., will never become 
static or retrogress with the fine spiritual leader- 
ship we possess in the ministry. My association and 
fellowship, as Moderator, with the ministers has 
been a great source of inspiration and help, and a 
marvelous experience. 


A second impression I have gained is the great 
spirits I find in the Laymen and Laywomen of the 
Church. I am deeply impressed with the eldership. 
I find these men are men of influence in their com- 
munities; they stand for righteousness and clean 
community life. They are recognized as followers 
of Jesus in their walk and conversation. They are 
greatly concerned about the Church and the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom. 


Not only is this true of the elders but of the 
other men of the Church. Men are today more con- 
cerned about the Kingdom and their part in its de- 
velopment than ever in years past. Men are organ- 
ized all over the Church for a better service and I 
confidently look for a spiritual revival; a great 
awakening led by the Men of the Church. 


Another impression is the influence of the Pres- 
byterian Church. The influence of the Presbyterians 
in a community is far greater than their numbers. 
The influence upon the life of our Southland by 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is marked. That the 
650,000 or more members are equal to six and one- 
half million of others in the influence of the think- 
ing and the religious life of our South today I be- 
lieve can be said without exaggeration. This influ- 
ence throws upon us a tremendous responsibility. 
The conditions of our world today are bad. The 
evil that we face in our own land—liquor, gamb- 
ling, murders, robbery, divorce, and pagan ideol- 
ogies—calls for men with a definite conviction. We 
must take our religion seriously and in a land with 
so much to combat of evil, we must see that Jesus 
has been given a chance. The gospel of Christ, if 
taken seriously, will change these conditions. 


The Presbyterian Church, U. S., with a leader- 
ship such as we have in the ministry, these true 
ambassadors of the Lord Jesus Christ, with devoted 
men and women living surrendered lives devoting 
time, talents and means to make Christ’s gospel 
real to the masses in our land, I believe, as a 
Church, will meet our responsibilities and obliga- 
tions and move forward in a great crusade for 
Christ. God help us not to falter. 





Agnes Scott's $1,500,000 

Campaign 
In January, 1948, an anonymous donor offered 
Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga., $500,000 for 
endowment with the understanding that the College 
would secure from other donors $500,000 more for 
endowment and at least that much more which 
might be used for buildings or other permanent 
improvements. The deadline for closing the cam- 

paign was December 31, 1949. 


Agnes Scott was successful in securing the sub- 
scriptions for endowment and quite oversubscribed 
the amount needful for buildings and equipment. 
This was the 8th major campaign which the College 
has conducted in the last 35 years, and all of them 
have been entirely successful in meeting the ob- 
jectives on time. 

Besides the endowment which the campaign will 
provide, three major buildings have been secured 
as a result of the present effort; the Frances Win- 








Page 22 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 1, 1950 





ship Walters Infirmary at a cost of $200,000; the 
Letitia Pate Evans Dining Hall at a cost of $480,- 
000; and the Bradley Observatory at a cost of 
$125,000. The first named building is now in use, 
and the other two will be ready for the opening in 
September, 1950. 





Winners In Stewardship 
Essay Contest 


Miss Natalie Grace Merritt of Cove Gardens, 
Panama City, Fla., has been awarded first prize in 
the annual Christian Stewardship Essay Contest 
conducted under the sponsorship of the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. The award is $100.00. 


Miss Nancy McKaurin Lee of the School for the 
Deaf, Danville, Ky., was awarded second prize, 
$50.00; and Miss Jane Carswell, Star Route, Spring 
Lake, N. C., third place with a $25.00 cash award. 


Three honorable mention awards of $10.00 each, 
went to Miss Mary Dudley Steer, Greenwood, S. C.; 
Miss Phyllis Alexander of Johnson City, Tenn., and 
Miss Gwynneth Mary Davies, 411 Algonquin Place, 
Webster Groves, Mo. 

The purpose of the contest, which is conducted 
first in each of the synods of the general assembly 
and only the prize-winning essay from each synod 
is entered in the Assembly contest, is to promote 
stewardship education among the youth of the 
Church. Miss Merritt is 17 years old, a member of 
the Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church in Pan- 
ama City. The essay subject is: “Investing My 
Life.” 





A New Head For 
Barium 


Today a significant change takes place at Barium 
Springs Orphans’ Home, near Statesville, the place 
for child care of unfortunate children who are 
received as the wards of the Presbyterian Church 
of this State. Rev. A. B. McClure of Valdese, be- 
comes the superintendent of the home, replacing 
Joseph B. Johnston, who has had a distinguished 
career as superintendent since 1922. The board of 
regents have known for two years that Mr. Johns- 
ton wished to retire, and they have canvassed the 
eligible men who would suit this great task, and 
have chosen Rev. A. B. McClure who assumes his 
work today. 

Mr. McClure was born in Toccoa, Ga., July 16, 
1905, and his parents were William McClure and 
his wife, Kate Heidt Bonner. After preparing for 
college in Toccoa Institute he entered Davidson 
College, where he secured his A.B. degree in 1931. 
He entered Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond after his college graduation and spent three 
years there, receiving the B.D. degree in 1934. 
Having accepted the position of secretary of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association in Davidson, he 
was licened by Concord Presbytery October 22, 
1934, and the same presbytery ordained him April 
26, 1936, while he was secretary, which office he 
filled three years. 

Mr. McClure then accepted a call to the church 
at Lincolnton in 1937, where he became identified 
with the church and community in many ways. He 
remained at Lincolnton about eight years, and then 
accepted the church at Valdese in 1946, which 
charge he surrenders to enter the work at Barium. 
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During his pastorates he has taken great interest 
in young people’s work, both in his own churches 
and in the synod, and became head of the Synod 
Leadership Training Conference which meets an- 
nually at Red Springs in Flora Macdonald College. 

Albert Bonner McClure posseses many qualities 
which will assure his suecess as the leader of this 
new work. An attractive personality, vivacious, 
energetic, spontaneous without immaturity, earnest 
zeal, a good preacher, and the passion of a soul- 
winner, all combine to engage the confidence and 
love of the boys and girls. The synod can safely 
trust him to carry on this most important project 
of the synod, the training of 300 youth for God 
and the Church. 





AUSTIN SEMINARY 
Settles Lectures 


Dean Kenneth Scott Latourette, Professor of 
Missions and Oriental History at Yale University, 
and foremost authority on World Missions, was the 
Settles Lecturer at the Austin Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary during the first week in January. 
The lectureship on Missions and Evangelism was 
established by Mrs. W. R. Settles of Big Springs, 
Texas. Dr. Latourette led a two-hour seminar for 
graduate students each morning, and lectured each 
evening to the Seminary student body and the 
public. 

The theme of the evening series of lectures was 
“The Advancing Church in an Age of Storm.” “The 
gospel faces a time of threat and opportunity; this 
is no new circumstance for the gospel, this has 
been its history.” The present age has seen the 
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emergence of a new world culture, marked by the 
growth of science, increase of population, revolu- 
tionary demands by the common man, nationalism, 
democracy, socialism, communism, secularism. These 
forces remaking our world stem from the occident 
and have had their origin and greater development 
in lands where the Christian gospel has taken root. 
“The chronic group sins of mankind have reached 
their greatest dimensions in Christendom.” 


It would not have been suprising, said Dr. La- 
tourette, if the emergency of this world culture, 
with indifference and hostility to the gospel, had 
resulted in the decline of the Christian faith. It has 
had tremendous effect. A process of dechristianiza- 
tion has set in. In Europe millions have dropped 
away from the Church and the Church has become 
a self-conscious minority. In the United States, the 
process of dechristianization has been aided by the 
fact that our nation was begun by a dechristianized 
population, with only five out of every hundred of 
the early settlers members of any church. In spite 
of grievous losses in the age of storm, there have 
been tremendous gains in Christendom as well as 
among the younger Churches. The gospel has been 
received by more people, it has made greater geo- 
graphical gains, and it has become more deeply 
rooted than ever before. “‘The gains are amazing in 
view of the fact that only a small minority of the 
membership of the Church have ever been seriously 
concerned with the missionary task given by Christ. 
Compared to the resources which the Church has 
dedicated to the spread of the gospel, the results 
have been unbelieveable.” 


Dr. Latourette concluded his lectures with a ring- 
ing challenge. “In spite of the threats of the age 
of storm, the Church must not take counsel of its 
fears but of the commands of Christ. Christians 
must take God at His word, dream in large terms, 
and reach the entire human race for our God.” 


Dr. Latourette’s great faith, optimism, evange- 
listie interest and emphasis, and the depth of his 
Christian spirit were a real inspiration to the large 
numbers who heard him. 





J. B. Johnston Retires As 
Superintendent Of Barium 


On July 1, 1922 a young man named Joe Johns- 
ton became the Superintendent of Barium Springs 
Orphanage. The 27 years that have elapsed since 
that day have witnessed as fine an achievement as 
can be shown by any institution under the care and 
direction of the Presbyterian Church. During this 
quarter of a century there has been carried on here 
a project in human relations that has transformed 
the lives of more than 1500 boys and girls. The 
physical plant of the Orphanage has been tremen- 
dously improved and many additions have been 
made. The Orphanage has become known, not only 
throughout the Synod of North Carolina, but all 
over the south as one of the finest institutions for 
the care of children in the nation. 


Little children have learned to love and laugh 
again, and they have found not only a place of 


refuge, but friends in whom they could put their 
trust. They have left this place and have gone up 
and down the length and breadth of the land, hon- 
est, upright, God-fearing, useful Christian men and 


women. The churches of the Synod have learned to 
look to this place, not only as a place of refuge, 
but as a Christian home for those whose homes 
have been taken from them. The people of the 
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Synod of North Carolina have placed their confi- 
dence in the man who was responsible for the 
conduct of the affairs of the Home, and they have 
given generously of their means for the support of 
the Orphanage. 


These things have been possible because a young 
man named Joe Johnston wanted his life to count 
for something worthwhile in the world. With utter 
devotion to his task, with unbounded energy, with 
a faith that challenged the people of this Synod, 
and with a heart big enough to love 300 children 
at a time, he has achieved his goal; he has done 
something worthwhile. He has made the world 1500 
boys and girls a better place to live. He has en- 
riched their lives immeasurably. He has been a good 
servant of Jesus Christ. If any man among us 
deserves the approbation of his Master, Joe Johns- 
ton deserves it; “In as much as ye have done i: 
unto one of the least of these, my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 


The Synod of North Carolina, in session at 
Barium Springs Orphanage, in recognition of the 
life and work of this servant of Jesus Christ, and 
upon the occasion of his retirement, tenders to 
him and to his helpmeet, Mrs. Johnston whose 
labors have been equally untiring and interest just 
as deep, its heart felt appreciation, and prays that 
a portion of the spirit that has gone into their life 
and work may be visited upon all those who shall 
attempt to carry on the work they have performed 
with such humility, devotion and success. 





Westminster Church Organized 
At Augusta, Ga. 


On January 4, 1950 a commission of Augusta- 
Macon Presbytery organized the people of West- 
minster Chapel in the Albion Acres section of 
Augusta into Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
For several years this work had been supervised by 
the Session of Augusta First Church and of recent 
months has enjoyed the leadership of Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert King. The church was organized with forty- 
five charter members. The men of the church have 
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reared a beautiful and spacious church; in the rear 
of the auditorium, which comfortably seated nearly 


300 people the night of the organization, is a 
large Sunday school room. 

There is a manse on the property. Against an 
investment in grounds and buildings amounting to 


more than $35,000 remains an indebtedness of but 
$6000.00. The commission was composed of Rev. 
Dr. Robert Stro First Church Pastor, Rev. 
Vernon A. Crawf * Re v. B. Herman Dillard, Rev. 
Massey M. Heltzel, and Elder W. A. Slaton. Their 
report to Presbytery included the observation that 
the — congregation desires to extend a pastoral 
call to Rev. Dr. Rob vert King. 





Country Church Award Goes 
To Hugh M. Linton 


Announcement has been made that the winner of 
the Indiantown C ountry Church Award at Columbia 
Theological Seminary this year is Mr. Hugh Mac- 
Intyre Linton of Decatur, Ga. This award was 
initiated several years ago by members of the 
Indiantown Presbyterian Church in South Carolina 
who established an endowment fund to provide for 
an annual award of $100.00 to the member of the 
Senior Class at the seminary who has made the 
most outstanding record of work in a rural church 
or field during the summer months between his 
second and third years in the institution. In ex- 
plaining their action, the donors stated that “this 
award is made available with the hope and prayer 
that more of our worthy young men may catch a 
vision of the possibilities of the country church, 
and dedicate the ministry of their lives to rural 
areas.”’ 

Mr. Linton is a son of Re v. and Mrs. William A. 


Linton who are honors 


101 d missi ions aries of our Church 
to Korea and is a graduate of Erskine College. He 
is himself a volunteer for the > inelien Mission field 


and hopes to receive ap pointment as a missionary 
to Korea after a yea postgraduate theological 
study. Mr. Linton was supply pastor last summer in 
the Wo ods, Lebanon, Lafayette, Roanoke, and New 
Harmony Churches in East Alabama Presbytery 
and di d a highly const1 ive piece of work in spite 
of the many difficulties which inevitably confront 
the minister who must serve a scattered group of 
congregations. 


Fifth Presbyterian Church 
Organized At Dallas, Tex. 


Dallas, Tex.—Sunday, December 18, 1949, was 
another great day for Presbyterianism in Dallas. It 
witnessed the organization of the fifth Presbyterian 
Church to be organized in Dallas in the past two 
years, the third within the current church year, 
and the second within the past two months. A com- 
mission of the Presbytery of Dallas organized the 
John Knox Presbyterian Church in the Pleasant 
Grove community in a special organization service 
on Sunday afternoon. Sixty-seven people were 
present to be received as charter members, fifty 
-two of them by letter and fifteen upon profession 
of their faith. Messrs. Archie Johnson and Roy 
Pickerrell were elected elders and Messrs. E. V. 
Stewart, W. M. Green, W. H. Birdsong, S. J. Hurst, 
and Chas. Weisenburg deacons. The organization 
commission was composed of Rev. Thos. W. Currie, 
chairman, Rev. Frank C. Brown, Rev. Cecil H. Lang 
and elders Chester Cole, Highland Park, and W. N. 
Stewart, Sr., First Church. The names of forty-two 


others have been given as purposing to be received 
as charter members. 


This work was sponsored by the Home Mission 
Committee of the Presbytery ‘a Dallas. Services 
have been held under lay leadership since mid 
September. Great impetus to the organization move- 
ment was given during the week December 11-18 
when Rev. Ernest F. Deutsch, Synod’s evangelist 
conducted a program of visitation evange]l lism. 
Fifty-six commitments were secured during that 
week. Mr. Deutsch had conducted a visitation pro- 
gram in the Wynnewood Presbyterian Church the 
preceding week when sixty-five commitments were 
secured and forty-one members were received into 
the Wynnewood Church on Sunday, Dec. 11. 

On that same date Rev. Robt. P. Douglass was 
installed as pastor of the newly organized Preston 
Hollow Presbyterian Church. Twenty-two members 
were received at this same service bringing the 
present membership to a total of eighty- nine. The 
church was organized on Sunday, October 30, 1949. 


Tolbert Appointed Secretary 
Of Interseminary Movement 


Austin, Tex.—Arch McD. Tolbert, senior student 
at the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
is the newly -appointed national Executive Secretary 
of the Interseminary Movement. 


His selection was announced during the second 
triennial Interseminary conference held December 
27 - Jan. 1 at Augustana College, Rock Island, Ill. 


Tolbert will take over the duties of the office 
upon his graduation from Austin Seminary in June. 
He succeeds the Rev. Robert S. Bilheimer, who 
resigned the post to become American Study Secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches. 


Tolbert is a native of Columbus, Ga., and at- 
tended Emory and Johns Hopkins Universities and 
the University of Texas. He was president of th« 
student body of Austin Seminary in 1948-49. 


Since April, 1949, he had been the Interseminary 
Movement’s Field Re presentative in the Southwest, 
and he is the first member of a Southern Presby- 
tery to hold the Executive Secretary position. 


Austin Seminary Inaugurates 
New Program 


A new program to train student workers and 
pastors for churches that have a student responsi- 
bility has been announced by Dr. David L. Stitt, 
president of Austin Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary. 

Beginning with the full semester 1950, lay 
persons desiring a one year course specializing in 
student work will be given training in Bible, Theo- 
logy, Church History, Christian Education, and a 
special course in student work. A two year course 
is planned for lay persons desiring an M.A. degree. 
For the degree course a student will obtain an 
M.A. in Educational Psychology in the University 
of Texas and will also take courses in Austin Sem- 
inary. Both the one year plan and the two year 
degree course will include supervised field work. 


The Westminster Student Fellowship at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, under the direction of the Rev. W. 
Jack Lewis, will be the laboratory for guided 
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practical experience. With a budget of $16,000, a 
staff of four fulltime workers, and a membership 
of 1500 Presbyterian students, the Westminster 
Student Fellowship offers unexcelled opportunity 
for ma-seevies training. 


The R. A. Dunn Award 


Columbia Seminary 


The R. A. Dunn Award in Apologetics at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary for the school session 
1949-50 has been won by Mr. William Richard 
Thurman of Decatur, Ga. This award is a prize of 
$100.00 which is offered each year in the course in 
Apologetics for the best essay in defense of the 
Deity of Christ. Mr. Thurman is a member of the 
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church of Decatur and a 
graduate of Emory University. As a middler at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, he is serving this 
year as student supply of the Presbyterian Church 
at Jefferson, Ga. 








ALEXANDER SERIES 
BEING PUBLISHED 
IN BOOKLET FORM 


The recent series of articles by Chalmers 

W. Alexander entitled “Exploring Avenues 

Of Acquaintance And Co-operation” is now 

being published in booklet form. The name 
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Great Gospel Sermons. Vol. (Classic). Price 
$2.25. Great Gospel Sermons. Vol. II (Contempo- 
ry). Price $2.25. Great Pulpit Masters. D. L. 
M ody (I). Price $2.25 Pry Pulpit Masters. C. 
H. Spurgeon (II). Price $2.25. Published by Flem- 





ing H. Reve = Publis] tate Com} eeny, 158 Fifth Ave., 
N WwW York, N . a 

Fleming H. Revell Publishing Co. decided to 
celebrate its eightieth anniversary by publishing 


two volumes of great gospel sermons. The first one 
is composed of sixteen sermons by “the old 
masters.”” These messages have been used of God 
in the salvation of thousands of souls. This volume 


represents Evangelical preaching at its best. All of 
the preachers represented in this volume have gone 
on to be with the Lord. These men were all great 
believers. Typical of the group is T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, who said in his sermon on “The General 
Resurrection”: ‘“‘Philosophic speculation has gone 
through heavens and told us there is no gold there; 
and through hell, and told us there is no fire there; 
and through Christ, and told us there is no God 
there; and through the grave, and told us there is 
no resurrection; and has left hanging over all the 
future one great, thick London fog.” 


The second volume gives us sixteen gospel ser- 
mons by contemporary preachers. The selection has 
been well done. The evangelistic note is sounded 
throughout. Appleman, Ayer, Havner, Ironside, 
Torey, Johnson, Bob Jones, Sr., Lee, Macartney, 
Maier, Ockenga, Rice, Oswald Smith, Bradbury, 
Culbertson and Zwemer speak the same language— 
the language of redemption through the blood of 
Christ. These men preach for souls, and seek to win 
them to Christ. 


Volume I of The Great Pulpit Masters presents 
to us the cream of Moody’s preaching. The introduc- 
tion is given by Dr. Charles R. Erdman. In this 
appraisal of Moody Dr. Erdman says, “‘No one can 
fail to be impressed by the Scriptural character 
of his preaching. Mr. Moody was in the best sense 
‘a man of one book.’ The Bible was his constant 
companion and it furnished the warp and woof of 
all his messages.” 


Another significant factor in Moody’s preaching 
is emphasized by Erdman. He observes, “His 
appeals were urgent. His chief aim was to lead 
people to surrender their lives to Christ. His ruling 
passion was the quest of souls. He made his hearers 
feel the peril of delay.” 


Volume II of The Great Pulpit Masters highlights 
the best of Charles H. Spurgeon’s preaching. Dr. 
Andrew W. Blackwood begins the inroduction to 
this volume with these words, ‘“‘These messages from 
Spurgeon should appeal to many believers today.” 
They should. Each of them will repay careful study. 
Most of these messages were given just prior to the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Dr. Blackwood 
finds the secret of Spurgeon’s power in the appeal 
of the old Book. He writes, ‘“‘This man believed in 
the Bible from cover to cover. He preached from 
it as the written Word of God Spurgeon 
preached from the whole Bible. He felt as much 
at home in one hemisphere as in the other.” The old 
gospel was dear to Spurgeon. Dr. Blackwood re- 
marks: “In a sense he never preached anything but 
such basic truths as the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, the Deity of Christ, the Atonement, the Re- 
surrection, the Final Return and the Judgment.” 
He rested content with making clear and luminous 
the major tenets of the Christian faith. Then he 
trusted the Spirit of God to bless the spoken word.” 


Bible-believing Christians will rejoice in this fine 
work Fleming Boer Revell Co. is doing to promote 
the best in Ans gelical preaching. Ministers and 
laymen ie: should be benefitted by each of these 
four books. —John R. Richardson. 


These Books May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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“Asleep In Jesus.” By Abraham Kuyper. Pub- 
lished by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 

Kuyper was a great writer of devotional litera- 
ture as well as a powerful theologian. These 
meditations on the sacred mystery of being asleep 
in Jesus are gems of comfort. They deal with the 
future life, and contain a real message for those 
who are wounded by grief. It will take the Chris- 
tian out of the depths and elevate him to the 
heights. 

This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Peloubet’s Select Notes.” By Wilbur M. Smith. 
Published by W. A. Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon 
Street, Boston 16, Mass. Price $2.75. 

This volume contains an exposition of the inter- 
national Bible lessons for Christian teaching for the 
year 1950. The outlines for 1950 are a part of the 
cycle, 1945-50 inclusive, and should be considered 
in relationship to that entire cycle. All who have 
been using Peloubet’s Select Notes will not need a 
word of praise to purchase this book. Sunday 
School teachers who have not used it should try it. 
It is sound, scholarly and interesting. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“An Introduction to the Old Testament.” By 
Edward J. Young, Ph.D. Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $5.00. 

One of the most pressing needs in the Church, 
from the standpoint of scholarship, has been a 
reliable and scholarly introduction to the Old 
Testament. The liberals and modernists produced 
a number, but conservatives failed to do so. As a 
result of this omission, many of our young people 
have grown up under the influence of views on the 
Old Testament which are not in harmony with the 
historic positions of our Church. 

It was a great day for Bible-believing Christians 
when Dr. Edward J. Young, the successor of the 
late Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, consented to prepare 
an up-to-date introduction to the Old Testament 
from the conservative viewpoint. Dr. Young is a 
distinguished linguist. He is at home with the 
Hebrew and cognate languages. He is familiar with 
the literature on the subject not only in America, 
but also in Germany, Holland, England and France. 

Dr. Young answers such questions as: “‘What is 
the nature of these books?” “Are they compilations 
of more or less heterogeneous fragments composed 
at various ages and finally pieced together by later 
editors or redactors?”’ “Or, are they literary units 
which exhibit an inner harmony and underlying 
unity?” Dr. Young believes that the correct answer 
to these questions are of overwhelming importance 
to the well-being of the Church of Jesus Christ 
today. 

The author does not assume, as many in this 
field have done, that one can approach the facts of 
the ~niverse, including the Bible, with a neutral 
mind, and pronounce a just judgment upon them. 
The attitude of Dr. Young is not to be neutral, but 
to be fair. In approaching the Bible he remembers 
that it is sacred ground. He tells us, “We must 
approach it with humble hearts, ready to hear what 
the Lord God says. The kaleidoscopic history of 


negative criticism is but further evidence that 
unless we do approach the Bible in a receptive 
attitude, we shall fail to understand it. Nor need 
we to be ashamed to acknowledge that the words of 
Scripture are of God. For these words are resplen- 
dent with the glory of the Divine majesty. The 
attempt to explain them as anything less than 
Divine is one of the greatest failures that has ever 
appeared in the history of human thought.” 

This great work is what an introduction is de- 
signed to accomplish. The Latin introducere means 
to lead in, or introduce. It denotes the action of 
bringing or leading in. It paves the way for study of 
the subject. In this case the introduction paves the 
way for an understanding of the books of the Old 
Testament. 

The question might arise, “Is this book just for 
the scholars?”’ By no means. It is scholarly, but it 
is also written for the benefit of those who have 
not had the privilege of a technical theological 
education. It will be a great boon to the working 
pastor whose time for personal research is limited. 
It will be a blessing to seminary students who want 
to become acquainted with the best in scholarship 
from the conservative position. It will prove to be 
helpful to the adult Sunday School teacher who 
feels the need of more light on the background of 
the Old Testament books. 

Occasionally, a book comes from the press that 
has the capacity to inspire a doxology from the 
heart of this reviewer. This is such a book. We 
praise God for it, and trust that it may reach many 
who need its guidance to stabilize their thinking on 
the Old Testament. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Men of Might.” By Henry Tucker Graham, 
D.D., LL.D. (This book may be ordered from the 
author at Pineville, N. C.) 


Dr. Graham is one of the most scholarly preach- 
ers in the Southern Presbyterian Church. He served 
with distinction for nine years as President of 
Hampden-Sydney College and also several of the 
best pulpits in our denomination. He has written a 
number of books. 

This one contains biographical messages on five 
distinguished Southerners—Washington, Lee, Jack- 
son, Wilson and Randolph. Lee is portrayed as “A 
Nation’s Ideal Man.” One of the most interesting 
is on “John Randolph of Roanoke, the Statesman 
and Orator.”’ Dr. Graham thinks of him as ‘“‘one of 
the most remarkable men America has produced.” 
This statesman has a message for us today as he 
insisted that there is too much law-making, and the 
people least governed are generally best governed. 
With him principle stood always above the claims 
of party. 

Dr. Graham writes entertainingly, but he never 
fails to edify. Those who relish good biographical 
sketches will appreciate this little book of fifty-four 
pages. —John R. Richardson. 


“Beyond The Atom.” By John De Vries, Ph.D. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


Dr. De Vries has answered such questions as: 
“What will be the effect of atomic discovery upon 
the thinking of our age and coming generations?” 
“Will the atom bomb and the discoveries of nuclear 
fission lead men away or to the Creator?” 
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The author is a scientist but has so written this 
book that it can be read with profit by the layman 
who has little formal training in science. It is 
ideally suited for schools and colleges. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“The Gist of The Lesson.” By R. A. Torrey. 
Published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


The purpose of this book is to furnish busy men 
and women, teachers or scholars in our Sunday 
Schools with the text of the 1950 International 
Lessons. This volume is handy in size and reliable 
in content. Dr. John W. Bradbury is responsible for 
the continuation of this work started fifty-one 
years ago by the late Dr. R. A. Torrey. 


“Ezekiel.”” By H. A. Ironside, Litt. D. Published 
by Loizeaux Brothers, Bible Truth Depot, 19 West 
Twenty-First Street, New York 10, N. Y. Price 
$3.00. Dr. Ironside emphasizes in this commentary 
on Ezekiel that God is over all and is working out 
His plans and carrying out His own decisions in 
spite of Satanic efforts to frustrate His purpose. 
The devil may be the Prince of this present world 
system, but over and above all is the throne of the 
Eternal Majesty who controls the destinies of 
nations. The first division of this book covers 
Chapter 1-24, calling Israel to repentance in view 
of threatening judgment. Division II covers Chap- 
ters 25-32: ‘‘Prophecies Relating to Seven Nations 
with Whom Israel Had Close Relationship or 
Provindential Dealings.” Division III includes 
Chapters 33-39, stressing “The Moral Condition of 
Israel Exposed and the Promise of a Future Re- 
storation to God and to Their Land.” The final 
division, Chapter 40-48, gives a good apocalyptic 
picture of the coming glory of Jerusalem. Dr. Iron- 
side points out the intimate connection between 
Ezekiel and Revelation. 


“Creed Or Chaos?” By Dorothy L. Sayers. Pub- 
lished by Harcourt-Brace & Co., 383 Madison Ave., 
New York 17, N. Y. Price $2.25. 

Miss Sayers is best known as a writer of detective 
stories. One would not ordinarily expect a theo- 
logical work on the relation of the Christian creeds 
and their relation to modern living to come from 
such a source. But in this volume we have seven 
essays in which she points out in brilliant and lively 
style the bearing of Christian dogma on Christian 
living. 

_ There are a number of splendid flashes of Chris- 
tian insight in this book. She tells us, “It is worse 
than useless to talk about the importance of Chris- 
tian morality, unless they are prepared to take their 
stand upon the fundamentals of Christian theology. 





School Bus For Sale 


1946 Chevrolet School Bus, 24-passenger, ex- 
cellen: condition. Will sacrifice for quick sale. 
Contact Glen Raven Cotton Mills, 

Glen Raven, N. C. 
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It is a lie to say that dogma does not matter; 
it matters enormously. It is fatal to let people 
suppose that Christianity is only a mode of feeling; 
it is vitally necessary to insist that it is first and 
foremost a rational explanation of the universe.” 
She further expresses the belief that people of the 
world are crying for a solid theology. According to 
her observations, the notion that theological dogma 
is “dull” is nonsense, “The fact is the precise 
opposite. It is the neglect of dogma that makes for 
dullness. The Christian faith is the most exciting 
drama that ever staggered the imagination of man 
—and the dogma is the drama.” This drama is 
summarized quite clearly in the creeds of the 
Church, and if we think it dull it is because we 
2ither have never really read those amazing docu- 
ments, or have recited them so often and so 
mechanically as to have lost all sense of their 
meaning. 


This reviewer admires Miss Sayers’ forthrightness 
in expressing her convictions. She does not falter 
on the great verities. For example, she affirms: 
“Christ was not merely a man so good as to be 
‘like God’—He was God.” This is the kind of 
utterance that will make non-Christians sit up and 
take notice. The alternative to such a creed is 
“chaos.” This book is great reading for all Chris- 
tians who are willing to think seriously. 

—John R. Richardson. 


Peter Marshall’s New Book 


MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER! 
These selected sermons and prayers, addressed to the 
man in the street, show Peter Marshall’s greatness. 
“He was a man of great piety and great wit, a man 
with strength of soul and fine personal charm ... He 
put the whole power of his spirit into his beseechings 
of Almighty God.” —Congressional Record. $2.50. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





“The Bible Cryptogram Book.’ By Edwin E. 
Willoughby. Published by W. A. Wilde, Boston, 
Mass. Price 60 cents. 


The author believes that the simple language of 
the Bible makes ideal material for cryptographic 
puzzles. The solution of these cryptograms will aid 
the memory in retaining verses of Scripture. 
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Christianity in action around the world 


described in articles touching the core of economic, political, social 


and religious problems facing Christians throughout the world today. 
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Guidance in building the Christian home 


offering suggestions for the establishment and maintenance of 
Christian homes, the religious growth of children, and family group 


activities. 
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